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Cultural Assessment Overviews – A First Nation Approach

Cultural Assessment Overview (CAO) is a process created by Snow & Associates Inc. (S&A), to address resource development impacts to First Nation cultural resources.  This process has been developed to assist resource developers, government agencies and First Nation communities to identify, verify and protect cultural resources.  

The CAO incorporates First Nation representatives as key participants who identify and recommend mitigation measures for areas identified as culturally significant and warrant appropriate cultural protection measures.  A final report is completed which includes a Cultural Protection Plan (CPP) identifying project specific mitigation measures for cultural resources.

A CAO Phase I study involves FN representatives identifying cultural locations.  This can involve early notification of the project construction schedule and activities, identification and protection of intellectual property recorded and documented from First Nation participants, a meeting record and a review of traditional knowledge and historical information.

A CAO Phase II study involves the verification of cultural resources through site visits.  This can involve scheduling visits with FN traditional knowledge holders, detailed discussion of cultural resources, developing site classification, mitigation and a plan to address disturbance/impacts to FN cultural resources.

Finally, a CAO Phase III study involves a process for protecting FN cultural resources based on recommendations from the initial CAO I and II reports.  This process includes regular meetings with FN representatives, how the CAO I and II recommendations are implemented and evaluated, and discussing additional or future projects may be occurring in the area.  A CAO Phase III also provides updates to the community through local regular and innovative communications strategies.

In each phase, a final report is prepared for the project proponent and authorized First Nation representatives, for review, input and a plan to address FN cultural concerns.  

About Peter Snow

Peter is from the Wesley Band, Stoney First Nation, at Morley, Alberta.  In 1999, Mr. Snow created Snow and Associates, Inc., a 100% First Nation owned and operating Environmental and Cultural consulting company.  Peter has worked with First Nations, Government and Industry in the areas of environmental assessment, traditional land use and cultural assessment for resource development projects throughout Western Canada and United States. Since 1990, Peter has worked as an environmental coordinator, planner and inspector for the Stoney First Nation, Nova Gas Transmission, TransCanada Pipelines, Foothills Pipelines, Shell Canada, and Husky Oil Operations for projects throughout Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.

Since obtaining a Community and Regional Design Diploma from Mount Royal College (1988), and completing his Honours Bachelor of Environmental Studies at the University of Waterloo, Ontario (1992), Peter continues studies at the University of Calgary in pursuit of a Master’s of Environmental Design Environmental Science (MEDes) Degree.  

Peter is an annual presenter at Enform’s Environmental Inspector course and the Pembina Institute’s annual Northern Workshops.  Peter  has presented at numerous conferences and workshops including, the Banff Centre for Management Aboriginal Oil and Gas Program, Fort Simpson, NT; Canadian Institute for Resources Law, Calgary; Treaty 6 Traditional Land Use Conference, Edmonton; The First Nations (Alberta) Technical Services Advisory Group, Edmonton; International Trade for Aboriginal People, Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Workshop, Edmonton; Parks Canada, Species at Risk Act, Morley; and the Petroleum Services Association of Canada (PSAC), Calgary, Alberta.

