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The talk will address the combination of cultural and political interactions at the heart of the impact assessment process in Cree territory in northern Quebec. These have seen important variation and development through two major episodes of hydro-electric development since the ‘Phase I’ project that precipitated the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement (JBNQA) over thirty years ago – the review of the Great Whale River project in the early 1990s, and the Rupert River Diversion project in the early 2000s. The terms of the Crees’ comprehensive claim settlement afford them a joint management role in EIA. This has helped them to inject a strong dose of cultural relativism into the guidelines framing Hydro-Québec’s impact studies. In practice, however, the manner and extent to which ideals are achieved in practice are heavily conditioned by the political circumstances surrounding these projects. 
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