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Re-opening a Brownfield Mine: Permitting, Reclamation, and Aboriginal Title

In this current climate of strong mineral prices, old claims that previously were uneconomical are being re-visited; likewise, mines that were purportedly exhausted are being re-examined for their reserve. One of these mines, the New Afton Mine, is being re-opened, and has gone through the BC provincial permitting process classified as a “Brownfield Mine.”  As of October 30, 2007 this mine has received its permit, and construction is underway to convert a previous open pit operation into a “block caving and sub-level caving” mining operation.  However, there is a legacy throughout the New Afton Site of the previous owner’s reclamation strategy.  
Outlined in the paper is first a history of the site, more particularly the reclamation expectations of the Mine Permit M-112, and second the reclamation expectations of the New Afton Permit (Mine Permit M-229).  Second, discussion will be centred around on how the Kamloops Division’s Aboriginal rights and title have shaped Mine Permit M-229, and the need for a specific agreement that looks to build a reconciliatory processes that will address the current legacy of the original New Afton mine site, as well as create a working relationship amongst the parties through the identification and implementation of  a reclamation strategy that will enable ongoing Aboriginal and Treaty rights after mining operations. 
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