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The Importance of Place


During environmental assessment hearings, Dene community members often express their thoughts and feelings on places their family stories grew from, and elders will often speak near the end of these meetings in an attempt to share an oral narrative that will provide non-Dene with insight as to the perspective these community members are speaking from. During breaks I have overheard non-Dene struggling to understand, although their statements like, ‘They never go to those places, why do they talk as if these places are important?’ sound to the contrary. 
This paper will discuss the important of place, or as many northerners say, ‘land’ that includes ancestors, trails, significant sites and oral narratives as well as the significant of place names and associated stories.  Using the works of Thomas Andrews, Keith Basso and John B. Zoe, as well as considering the term Tlicho nèèk’è, or ‘the place where you expect to find Tlicho, and the Tlicho research done for the West Kitikmeot Slave Study Society on the relevance of place names, we will provide a basis for discussing why perspectives on place are relevant to a cultural impact assessment.

