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WNC IMPACT  

Welcome to the Spring 2008 issue of WNC Impact.   
Environment is sexy again.  I used to have to search high and low for good articles on subjects relating to impact assessment and managing environmental impacts.  No longer.  

Now, the popular media provide an embarrassment of riches.   So much so, in fact, that I’ve decided to hive off the climate change material into a separate issue.  This keeps the current issue to a manageable size, without ignoring what is likely the most significant impact of human activity we now face.   Pease watch for the forthcoming climate issue.
Our website has been totally overhauled, with a new set up to help us keep you informed of exciting events in your region.  You are invited to check it out at www.iaia-wnc.ca .
Between overhauling the website and holding the conference on cultural impact assessment, we’ve been busy. [Check out the virtual conference on our website!] As a result, we decided not to have a fall ’07 issue of this newsletter.  We’ve included some of the more interesting articles from 2007 in this issue, along with the current material. 

Enjoy. 

Alan Ehrlich
President
 

Events /Announcements

IAIA ’08: Perth, Australia
The Art and Science of Impact Assessment
Impact assessment has developed over the past 35 years as a tool for incorporating sound scientific knowledge into decision-making. As practice has evolved and new forms such as SEA have emerged, it has become increasingly apparent that expertise in the biophysical sciences must be complemented by an understanding of social and political processes. Impact assessment is therefore best seen as both science and art, and it is only in this way that it can fulfill its potential as a tool for influencing decision-making processes.

The current trajectory of global development highlights the need for fundamental change in the way in which we think, act and make decisions. This conference will explore questions of the role of impact assessment in promoting societal change towards sustainability, and particularly how the biophysical and the social sciences can be meaningfully alloyed with the art of policy-making to contribute to the change process. This is the challenge that impact assessment practitioners are now called upon to meet.

What works? What doesn’t work? What challenges lie over the horizon for impact assessment? We hope that you will come and share with other participants your ideas, your experience, your concerns and your hope for the future on these themes and the topics listed.

More info: http://www.iaiaconference.org 
Assessing and Managing Cumulative Environmental Effects

IAIA Special Topic Meeting

Calgary Alberta, Nov. 6-9, 2008

The program will take stock of key trends, issues and approaches to cumulative effects; identify areas of strength and weakness of current impact assessment and resource management approaches in addressing cumulative effects; document good practice and ways forward to improve and integrate the institutions, science and practice of cumulative effects assessment and management; and include plenary, theme, concurrent and poster sessions and invited speakers for plenary and theme forums.

Delegates can expect

· Exposure to state-of-practice information 

· Professional networking 

· Learning about relevant case studies and used approaches 

· Identification of effective methods for the practice of CEA 

· Brainstorming on hot topics such as cumulative effects management and synergistic cumulative effects 

More info: http://www.iaiawnc.org/eventsAB.html 
Social Impact Assessment Training 

By Rabel Burdge, Vancouver April 17-18, 2008

Social Impact Assessment is the systematic analysis in advance of the likely impacts a proposed action (project, policy or plan) will have on the day-to-day life (environment) of persons and communities. 
This basic SIA course will provide the knowledge, understanding and technical skills to do social impact assessment at the community and project level for a variety of development and policy proposals.


[image: image1.emf]Vancouver 17-18  April 2008 SIA Training Course Announcement.doc
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Science in the Changing North 2008

This conference will be held in Yellowknife on May 13th to 15th .  This year's event, will bring together scientists, traditional knowledge practitioners, and community members from the public and private sector, the academic community, those who 'use' science and traditional knowledge in their work, and others with an interest in monitoring. Share your experience and findings, with emphasis on increasing the involvement of communities in environmental monitoring, and of increasing the use of both science and traditional knowledge in NWT research and monitoring programs. In addition to a number of invited speakers, Citizen Advocate on Arctic Climate Change Ms. Sheila Watt-Cloutier will provide a keynote address. The organizers are also encouraging the submission of posters, displays and resource materials to share with participants.

http://www.scnconference.ca/
Recent Events
Cultural Impact Assessment

Conference in Yellowknife, NT 
On Feb. 28th and 29th, 2008The Western and Northern Canada Affiliate of IAIA held a successful conference on Cultural Impact Assessment.  This two day conference brought together people dealing with the challenging but important task of evaluating impacts on culture, and bringing cultural issues into environmental impact assessment.  

Over 100 people participated, and feedback has been excellent.  The IAIA WNC Annual General Meeting was included in this conference.  Check out the virtual conference (with slides and audio) on our web site, at:    
http://www.iaiawnc.org/CulturalConf08.html
Lifetime Achievement Award

IAIA WNC’s 2007 Lifetime Achievement Award in Environmental Impact Assessment has been awarded to Gwich’in Elder Charlie Snowshoe, of Ft. McPherson, NT.  For details, see:  http://www.iaiawnc.org/award.html 
Do you have anyone who has made an outstanding achievement to EIA?  Let us know by nominating them for the 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award in EIA.

Genomics in EIA

On April 3rd, 2008, Graham Van Aggelen (Environment Canada) and Caren Helbing (U. Vic) met with the BC Chapter of IAIA WNC in Vancouver, to discuss how the evolving tools of genomics, in the area of toxicogenomics, can benefit EIA. They discussed how these techniques provide new insights and augment existing methodologies for looking at ecological and human health effects. 

Recent Research, Publications and Articles
BC Environmental Management News
US lawsuit examines recourse from Canadian transboundary  pollution from Trail, BC


[image: image3.emf]Teck pollution lawsuit


Kemess North Mine Joint Review Panel recommends rejection of proposed BC mine.  (See more under “EIA Events in the North and Western Canada”, below)


[image: image4.emf]Amazay Lake cant be  bought


BC gets tough on greenhouse gases


[image: image5.emf]BC Green plan sets a  positive course


Analysis of 37 years of DFO data indicates possible extinction of Pacific salmon


[image: image6.emf]Fish farms could  push Pacific salmon to extinction.doc


Recovery plan issued for BC’s Nooksack Dace 

[image: image7.emf]Sweeping plan to  save tiny fish.doc


Alberta and Saskatchewan Environmental Management News
New study implicates oil sands in release of contaminants and health impacts


[image: image8.emf]Alberta oil sands +  water in conflict


Federal-provincial joint panel reviewing Imperial’s Kearl Oil project has been taken to court

[image: image9.emf]Oilsands panel  ignored concerns



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image10.emf]Oilsands project  challenged in court


Suncor is Canada’s first energy company to sign up with prestigious Ceres coalition for environmentally responsible economies

[image: image11.emf]Suncor joins green  giant club


New study of grizzly bears in the Foothills and lower slopes of the Rocky Mountains in southwestern Alberta indicates the population may disappear

[image: image12.emf]Alberta grizzlies  barely surviving


Alberta plans protective burn to stop pine beetles, while BC tries to respond to the aftermath


[image: image13.emf]Alberta plans firewall  to halt pine beetles


Protecting caribou by poisoning carnivores 


[image: image14.emf]Alberta accused of  launching war on wolves by using strychnine.doc


Premier's Forum on Climate Change and Adaptation predicts big water issues for Saskatchewan


[image: image15.emf]Dark future for Sask


NWT and Nunavut Environmental Management News

Developer submits draft Environmental Impact Statement for Bathurst Port and Road in Nunavut


[image: image16.emf]Draft impact  statement filed for Bathurst port



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image17.emf]Proponents revive  proposal for Bathurst portand road


Researchers warns that pressure on polar bear males from hunting will cause drop in birth rate in Nunavut


[image: image18.emf]Mama Bear- No one's  Sleeping in My Bed


Controversial CanZinc mine at Prairie Creek, moves closer to production


[image: image19.emf]Moving forward with  Can Zinc mine.doc


Major conservation achievement in NWT:  area 11 times the size of Yellowstone National Park receives protection. “…one of North America's most important acts of nature preservation”. 


[image: image20.emf]Canada Sets Aside  Vast Northern Wilderness


Yellowknife City Council votes to send Giant Mine cleanup of 237,000 tonnes of arsenic to environmental assessment


[image: image21.emf]Yellowknife council  votes to force Giant Mine cleanup review.doc


NWT’s whooping cranes appear in record numbers


[image: image22.emf]Whooping cranes  make a comeback


Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board identifies conflict between free access system of mineral rights and Aboriginal rights.

[image: image23.emf]End free land access  system for northern prospectors


Receding sea ice is raising water levels in lakes in the Mackenzie delta.


[image: image24.emf]River delta's rise  puts Arctic's future in flux.doc


Yukon Environmental Management News

Two articles on Yukon review of uranium exploration in Wind River Valley

[image: image25.emf]Tourism mum on  Wind review



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image26.emf]Torrent of responses  greets Wind River road proposal.doc


500 years of site monitoring and maintenance proposed for Faro mine cleanup. 


[image: image27.emf]Mining the public


Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act comes under fire in Dawson


[image: image28.emf]YESSA Law is a damn  nuisance


Humpbacks- yes, humpbacks- monitored near marine seismic in Beaufort sea


[image: image29.emf]Groups to Monitor  Whales in Beaufort Sea


Environmental News from Further Afield
A News Brunswick court case could have important ramifications on the definition of “migratory birds” as protected under the convention 


[image: image30.emf]Industry v. Birds.doc


[image: image31.emf]Irving forestry  company challenges federal bird protection laws in N.doc


In a strange parallel to the current clash of values in the Canadian north, an Australian chooses Aboriginal spiritual site over uranium mining


[image: image32.emf]Who wants to be a  uranium billionaire


Green party argues for review of the proposed second Irving Oil refinery

[image: image33.emf]No downside to full  refinery review


Separatist revolt in India leads to jump in numbers of endangered Asiatic black bears and leopards in Kashmir
 
[image: image34.emf]Bears + leopards  benefit from Kashmir revolt


Two approaches to battling invasive species, one in the US and one in Oz

[image: image35.emf]Battling a Nasty  Green Invader From the Deep


[image: image36.emf]Australian lawmaker  urges mass toad cull.doc


Huge dead zone in ocean off of New Orleans


[image: image37.emf]O2 depleted 'Dead  Zone' growing in Gulf.doc


Russia:  Mining nickel in the air and leaking nuclear fuel on the ground  


[image: image38.emf]Mining the Air
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Ponds turn into saltwater bays in Alaska due to coastal erosion

[image: image40.emf]Erosion of Alaska


Aboriginal whalers prevent Shell from drilling in Beaufort

[image: image41.emf]Whalers trying to  harpoon Shell permits.doc


[image: image42.emf]Court nixes drilling


From The Onion:  EPA Bulletin:  Human beings no longer biodegradable


[image: image43.emf]EPA Warns Human  Beings No Longer Biodegradable


EIA Events in the North and Western Canada
The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA) is considering comments on the draft Screening Report for one of its first large projects, the Carmacks Copper project.   Details are available at:  www.yesab.ca/registry  
Nunavut Impact Review Board (NIRB) has received the Draft Impact Statement for the Bathurst Port and Road.
Joint Panel approved Kearl Oil Sands Project, a major oil sands project in Alberta, Court found that Panel did not adequately support greenhouse gas findings.  DFO renders water permit invalid.
Panel Report: http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/19660/19660E.pdf

[image: image44.emf]Imperial Oil's Kearl  Project Gets Green Light.doc


[image: image45.emf]Court deals blow to  oilsands project.doc



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image46.emf]Imperial oil sands  plans dealt blow.doc


The Joint Panel reviewing the proposed EnCana Shallow Gas Infill Development project proposing three wells in the Suffield National Wildlife Area in Alberta has announced that hearings will be held in October 2008.  (IAIA WNC’s founding president Bill Ross is a panel member).  For more information about the project or the panel, see:
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/viewer_e.cfm?cear_id=15620#documents 

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board issues final reports on  Consolidated Goldwin Vemtures (Nov. ’07), Tamerlane (Feb. 08) developments.
http://www.mveirb.nt.ca/upload/project_document/1196465994_CGV%20REA%202007.pdf 
http://www.mveirb.nt.ca/upload/project_document/1203722604_Tamerlane%20Final%20Report%20of%20EA-%20February%2022%202008.pdf

Minister of INAC signs off on rejection of 

UR Energy uranium exploration in Upper Thelon watershed. 
The report:

http://www.mveirb.nt.ca/upload/project_document/1180455989_UR_Energy_Report_of_EA%20final.pdf 
Kemess North Copper-Gold Mine Project
Joint Canada-BC Review Panel recommends the proposed project be rejected
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents_staticpost/cearref_3394/24441E.pdf 
Federal and BC govt’s accept recommendation

http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/documents/25831/25831E.pdf
Saskatchewan’s Wollaston Lake Road Project
Environmental Assessment to continue as a CEAA Comprehensive Study.  (Project info at http://www.ceaa-acee.gc.ca/050/DocHTMLContainer_e.cfm?DocumentID=20336   )
New Book on Risk Assessment
Improving Sustainability Through Reasonable Risk and Crisis Management
 by Franco and Caesar Oboni 
In the words of the authors, “…(W)e think that risk-based decision making has to be democratized to improve sustainability through reasonable risk and crisis management; quantitative risk assessment and risk-based decision making are not elitist tools to be kept in the consultant’s hands, but rather a discipline that should be applied to daily business decisions at any level of a corporation, organization and institution. 
Therefore, this book has been written for key personnel and mid-management in diverse arenas in need for transparent and efficient ways of evaluating risks and crises, comparing business alternatives (Comparative Risk Based Decision Making, CRBDM) or making and justifying sound and sustainable management decisions.
http://book.oboni.net/book.php
Quotation of the Month

The Arctic is often cited as the canary in the coal mine for climate warming.  Now, as a sign of climate warming, the canary has died. 

It is time to start getting out of the coal mines.
Jay Zwally
NASA Climate Scientist 
IAIA WNC Contacts

You can contact us:

Ginger Gibson, NWT Regional Director
vgibson@interchange.ubc.ca 
Travis Ritchie, Yukon Regional Director

Travis.Ritchie@yesab.ca 
Graham Seagel, BC Regional Director

gseagel@shaw.ca
Leigh Speed and Margot Ferguson,
Alberta South Regional Directors
leigh.speed@highwoodenv.com 

margot@envirosearch.ca 

Theresa Braat,

Alberta North Regional Director

Theresa.Braat@EC.gc.ca 
Brent Bitter, Saskatchewan Regional Director

bbitter@serm.gov.sk.ca 

Lorraine Seale, Program Officer
Sealel@inac.gc.ca 

Richard Roberts, Secretary-Treasurer
roberts@praxis.ca 

Alan Ehrlich, President

aehrlich@mveirb.nt.ca 




The International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) is the world's leading professional association in the field of impact assessment. The Western and Northern Canada IAIA Affiliate includes members from the federal and territorial government, consultancies, co-management boards, industry and NGOs. Its goal is to promote and develop best practice in environmental impact assessment.
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For natives, pristine Amazay Lake can't be bought 

Mark Hume, Globe and Mail


November 5, 2007 


VANCOUVER -- It seemed there were a lot of reasons for the chiefs of the Tse Keh Nay to support Kemess North, a proposed project that would have extended the life of an existing copper and gold mine for 11 years. 


For starters, 18 per cent of the more than 400 jobs at the Kemess South mine, 250 kilometres north of Smithers, are already held by natives, and Northgate Minerals Corporation was promising to increase that number if the expansion to Kemess North went ahead. Among other things, regular flights were being planned to allow natives to fly directly to and from the job site. This "bush commuting" would help native people get to work from the small and often remote villages they live in. 


And then there is the $1-million a year that Northgate Minerals has been paying to the Tse Keh Nay since 2006 in a financial compensation package. To continue getting that $1-million annually for the next 11 years, which is the estimated life of the proposed Kemess North project, all the chiefs had to do was lean back, put their feet up on the desk, and give nodding support to the mine. 


Their adamant objection, coming in the face of these considerable financial incentives, was a key factor that helped sway the Kemess North Mine Joint Review Panel, which earlier this fall recommended government reject the project. 


The federal-provincial panel concluded that "the economic and social benefits provided by the project, on balance, are outweighed by the risks of significant adverse environmental, social and cultural effects, some of which may not emerge until many years after mining operations cease." 


It's unusual for a federal-provincial panel to rule against a new mine - rarer still to say no to one that is already in existence and is just proposing to expand. 


The Kemess North project, however, is unusual in that it would have turned pristine Amazay Lake into a dump for some 700 million tonnes of waste rock and tailings, with a high sulfide content. The only way to store it, to prevent acid rock drainage, is to submerge it. 


And there stood Amazay Lake, just waiting to be filled up. 


The Amazay solution made complete sense to the mining industry - but the idea horrified the Tse Keh Nay, who regard the lake as "sacred water." 


Despite the good jobs. Despite the promise of bush plane commutes. Despite the $1-million a year in compensation, the collective bands of the region just couldn't accept the idea that Amazay Lake would be destroyed. 


That position left the mining industry shaking its collective head in disbelief and Michael McPhie, president and CEO of the Mining Association of B.C., is now doing his best to undermine the joint-panel ruling by arguing the body exceeded its mandate, or if it didn't, "then its mandate was too broad." 


He's wrong about that. The joint panel got it right - because they heard the Tse Keh Nay, which is something the Mining Association can't seem to do. 


The Tse Keh Nay have been living in the Kemess region for about 10,000 years and they are taking the long view on this. They know if Amazay Lake is filled with acid-leaching rock, it could be a threat for hundreds, perhaps thousands of years to come. And they plan to still be living there. 


Industry is thinking in terms of decades, of mining and moving on. Therein lies the disconnect. 
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Oilsands project challenged in court 

Green group warns of damage to Alberta's north 


Hanneke Brooymans, Edmonton Journal


January 16, 2008 


An environmental lobby went to court Tuesday in a last-ditch effort to block an oilsands project it claims could damage northern Alberta's environment. 


Sean Nixon, lawyer for the group Ecojustice, said a federal-provincial joint panel that approved Imperial Oil's Kearl oilsands project made mistakes when it concluded in a report released last February that the open-pit mine project would not likely result in significant environmental damage. 


Nixon said that conclusion was based on the assumption that unproven methods could address the project's significant environmental effects on the landscape, on wildlife and on the climate. 


Nixon said the panel also did not properly identify cumulative effects on the environment and it failed to explain, as is required by law, the reasoning process it used to reach its conclusions. 


Ecojustice, formerly called the Sierra Legal Defence Fund, represents the Pembina Institute, the Sierra Club of Canada, the Prairie Acid Rain Coalition and the Toxics Watch Society of Alberta. 


The lawsuit was originally filed in Federal Court in March 2007. 


Imperial Oil's project would be located about 70 kilometres north of Fort McMurray. The mine would eventually cover 200 square kilometres and would operate until 2060. 


Ecojustice said the project would produce 3.7 million tonnes of greenhouse gases each year, and could harm the yellow rail and woodland caribou, both species of concern in the area. 


Imperial Oil spokesman Gordon Wong said the company disagrees with Ecojustice's argument. 


Wong added the company has not yet decided whether to proceed with the project, which would involve three phases, each capable of producing about 100,000 barrels of bitumen a day. 


The environmental groups plan to stage a protest today against this "dirty fuel" production outside the Canadian Embassy in Washington during a reception for Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach. 
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Sweeping plan to save tiny fish


To rescue B.C.'s Nooksack dace, Ottawa has issued a recovery plan with broad implications for property owners 


MARTIN MITTELSTAEDT, Globe and Mail


March 19, 2008 at 4:49 AM EDT


The Nooksack dace is an obscure variety of minnow found nowhere else in Canada but four small streams in the Fraser Valley near Vancouver. 


It's a homely fish not much longer than a ballpoint pen when fully grown, and it rarely travels farther than 50 metres during its entire lifetime. But the endangered minnow has set an unusual precedent that may have the potential to help many of Canada's hundreds of species at risk of extinction. 


Fisheries and Oceans Canada last week quietly issued a revised recovery strategy for the minnow that covers privately owned land whose preservation will be critical if the small populations of the fish - noted for its large pectoral fins and a snout that overhangs its mouth - are to survive in Canada.


It is the first time Ottawa has issued a recovery plan identifying privately owned land as critical habitat that needs to be safeguarded to help an endangered species. In this case, there are about 650 properties lining the streams in which the endangered fish lives.


The identification could lead to some restrictions on how land is used, something that has often emerged as a flashpoint with landowners in the United States over preservation efforts for endangered species there.


"Because it was the first time in Canada that critical habitat was proposed for private lands, it was really important for the department to ensure that we got it right," said Allison Webb, regional director of policy for Fisheries and Oceans.


She said the government has tried to allay landowner concerns about the implications of living near an endangered species through consultations with those affected, mainly farmers and homeowners, and subjected its selection of habitat to a peer review to bolster its scientific validity.


Although Ottawa is required under the Species at Risk Act to include details of the critical habitat needed for endangered wildlife in all of its species recovery plans, it often fails to do so and didn't for the Nooksack dace last July, when it issued what it called its "final recovery strategy" for the fish.


The lack of habitat identification prompted three environmental groups last August to launch a lawsuit against the federal government over the issue. A spokesman for the groups said that the legal challenge was a factor forcing the government to issue a revised strategy. "The feds only do the right thing ... once they're sued," contended Aaron Freeman, policy director for Environmental Defence, one of the groups that launched the challenge.


The groups intend to press on with their lawsuit in a bid to get a formal legal ruling that would force Ottawa to follow habitat provisions in the act in all future recovery strategies, according to Mr. Freeman.


He said the federal government is reluctant to identify areas that need to be preserved because this could lead to possible conflicts with the provinces, landowners or commercial interests.


Canada has about 400 endangered species. 


Under the Species at Risk Act, the government has an obligation to draft recovery strategies that identify critical habitat "to the extent possible, based on the best available information." 


According to records compiled by Environmental Defence, 91 species have final recovery strategies in place, of which only 18 have some critical habitat identified. The group termed the current government's compliance record with the law as "very poor."


The preservation of habitat is considered among the most important determinants of long-term survival for endangered species. Although many species face threats from chemical pollutants and hunting, among other perils, habitat loss is considered the major factor leading to wildlife declines for about 80 per cent of species in danger of extinction.


The destruction of stream habitat through dikes, infilling and drainage projects is the biggest threat affecting the future of the Nooksack dace, according to a 2005 federal study, although beaver dams and seasonal low water flows are also harmful factors.


The Nooksack dace is an unusual breed of minnow that is thought to have evolved as a distinct species in what is now British Columbia and nearby Washington State some time during the last series of ice ages.


The fish has already been extirpated, or made locally extinct, in many B.C. streams where it was abundant as recently as the 1960s. The minnow is also found in about 20 other streams in northwest Washington State, but its current status in the United States isn't known.


It is thought, however, that about 20 per cent of the fish's population is in Canada and 80 per cent in the United States.


The federal study said populations would recover rapidly if suitable habitat were available because the fish quickly reach sexual maturity, and breed prolifically, often more than once each year.


A small freshwater fish, the Nooksack dace takes its name from a river in Washington State. It was once plentiful in B.C. and Washington but has started to disappear as a result of construction, development and other human activities.


Fully grown, the fish averages 10 centimetres in length. Adults eat insect larvae and young dace feed on midge pupae and small crustaceans.


In B.C., the minnow is found in three small streams that feed into the Nooksack River in the lower Fraser Valley around Abbotsford, Aldergrove and Clearbrook. Adult members of the species are usually found in riffles - shallow parts of streams where water flows brokenly - with gravel or stony bottoms. Young dace are found most often in shallow, slow waters with sandy or muddy bottoms.
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Additional SIA Course!
Announcing a 2 Day SIA Training Course by Rabel Burdge
“Making Social Impact Assessment Count for Planners and
Resource Managers”™

17-18 April, 2008. Delta Hotel at the VVancouver International Airport
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Registration Form

Payment Options (fee $545)*
»Enclosed is a check for $US 545.00 payable to Rabel J Burdge and drawn on a U.S. Bank
»Please charge $US 545 to my credit card OO Visa O Master Card O Discover OO Amex

Cardholders Name.............cccoiviiicii i i eeeeen2 Phone ( ) T ST

Cardholders Address (if different than above) ...

Cardholders
ST = L0 L=

Note: The charge on your credit card will appear as “Dog-Eared Publications” our parent company.

Fax, mail or e-mail the completed form to Rabel J Burdge
e-mail: burdge@comcast.net Fax (360) 715-0985 or
% Rabel J Burdge, PO Box 4056
Bellingham, WA 98227-4056 USA

Registrations will be accepted until 28 March, 2008, after that on a space available basis.

Cancellations will be subject to a $35.00 administrative charge. No refunds will be made

after Wednesday 9 April, 2008. A receipt and directions to the Delta Hotel at Vancouver
Airport will be sent after payment confirmation. Enrollment limited to 20 persons!

! The $US 545.00 training course fee includes welcoming coffee, refreshment breaks and lunch both days,
plus the three (3) new SIA books and all course handouts.



mailto:burdge@comcast.net
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Alberta accused of launching ‘war on wolves’ by using strychnine


THE CANADIAN PRESS


April 3, 2008

CALGARY - Alberta is being accused of launching a "war on wolves" by using strychnine poison to keep pack sizes low, just weeks after a controversial research plan came to light that proposes sterilizing adults and destroying the younger animals.


The Calgary-based Alberta Wilderness Association said the deadly poison is one of the province's anti-wolf weapons in a misguided effort to save an endangered caribou herd. The group says the most common method being used is "aerial control" that involves shooting animals from a helicopter.


Alberta says it has killed 62 wolves so far this winter - and more than 215 in the past three years - in ongoing efforts to protect the dwindling Little Smoky caribou northwest of Hinton near the Rocky Mountains.


"It's directed at caribou specifically and it's certainly not the solution," Nigel Douglas, association spokesman, said Wednesday.


"It might be a short-term, stop-gap thing while you're addressing the real sort of habitat issues, but basically nothing's been done to address the habitat problems."


Douglas said Alberta has actually been selling more oil and gas leases in the area recently "even though we know that's the reason why caribou are in trouble."


The province admits that it uses 'toxicants' as one method of controlling the wolf population in the northwestern foothills, but says the animal can easily grow its numbers by about 30 per cent yearly if there's enough food.


The poison bait is carefully set by trained professionals who specifically try to minimize incidental deaths of "non-target animals," said Dave Ealey, spokesman for Alberta Sustainable Resource Development.


Strychnine poisoning causes muscles throughout the body to go into severe, painful spasms until the muscles are exhausted and breathing stops. Other species will also take the poisonous bait such as cougar, wolverine, fisher, coyotes, and eagles.


The helicopter cull is the preferred method but good snow conditions are required, he said.


"And early on in the winter time, when there may be value in us being able to remove wolves early - where we can reduce the likelihood of them having an impact on pregnant caribou - we can basically do a better job if we use the toxicants."


Ealey said poison is also used to take down wolves that are not part of a specific pack but still a threat to caribou in the area.


"We have been removing a significant number of wolves but not all of the wolves from all of the packs," he said.


"Wolves are very productive, they can increase their population as much as 20 to 30 per cent in a year if the prey are sufficient and the breeding wolves are there."


Another environmental group, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, only recently learned that Alberta was poisoning wolves with strychnine.


"I was really surprised - I had no idea they'd turn to that," said Helene Walsh of the Northern Alberta chapter in Edmonton. "They certainly didn't seem very willing to let it out. It's pretty awful."


Public details of the wolf poisoning program follows just weeks after word of a planned research project to sterilize adults and destroy younger wolves west of Red Deer triggered an outcry across the province.


The University of Alberta experiment proposes to leave the alpha male and female of each pack alive but unable to breed, thereby keeping population levels low and bolstering the dwindling numbers of elk and other ungulates that wolves kill.


But the plan was decried as ludicrous and "morally reprehensible" by various environmentalists and ecologists.
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River delta’s rise puts Arctic’s future in flux


Climate change in Arctic seas is driving summer water levels at the Mackenzie's mouth to three times normal, B.C. researchers find 


MARK HUME, Globe and Mail


April 4, 2008 at 4:12 AM EDT


VANCOUVER — In the Mackenzie River Delta, where there are about 45,000 lakes separated by thin arms of land, researchers have found that global warming is causing water-level increases three times greater than expected.


When Lance Lesack a Simon Fraser University geographer, and Philip Marsh, an Environment Canada scientist, began to study the myriad lakes of the delta, they thought they would find more evidence of the impact of global warming.


They were surprised by just how rapid and extensive those changes are, Dr. Lesack said yesterday.


"In the case of the Mackenzie Delta, it's three times what we thought it would be ... and that's quite dramatic," said Dr. Lesack, who found a 30-centimetre rise in summer water levels of low-elevation lakes over the past 30 years.


"This is not something that's just of pertinence to the Mackenzie Delta. I think what this work indicates is that receding sea ice is going to have a huge effect around the entire circumpolar region," he said.


Dr. Lesack and Dr. Marsh studied a sample of lakes spread across the 13,000 square kilometres of the delta, near the Arctic communities of Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk, where Canada's longest river, the 4,421-kilometre Mackenzie, flows into the Beaufort Sea.


The lakes there were formed when water pooled on the frozen landscape. Most of the lakes are isolated from the Mackenzie for most of the year, but are "recharged" each spring when the river overflows its banks.


But with Arctic temperatures rising and sea-ice retreating earlier each year, the river ice jams that caused the massive spring floods have begun to diminish.


Despite the reduction in ice-jam floods, however, the researchers found water levels rising in the lower-lying lakes, which were being swamped by river waters for longer periods each year. The flooding of Lake 80, for example, has increased to 138 days from 101 days since 1973. In the same period, Lake 129 has gone from 145 days of flooding to 169 days.


Dr. Lesack said while this has been happening, higher elevation lakes have been experiencing shorter periods of flooding because the Mackenzie hasn't been experiencing as many huge ice-jam floods.


So if the Mackenzie isn't having as many big floods, where is all the extra water in the lakes coming from? Dr. Lesack said the explanation is that ocean storm surges are increasingly backing up water into the Mackenzie, leading to more flooding in the lower lakes. And those storm surges, he said, are increasing as sea ice melts all around the circumpolar region.


Ice acts as a buffer against wind. But with the sea ice melting faster, the increased amount of open ocean has led to more ocean surges into low-elevation areas such as the Mackenzie Delta. "This would have an effect on any low-lying area around the whole circumpolar coast," said Dr. Lesack, whose research appears to be the first in the world to look at how global warming is affecting water levels in Arctic deltas.


He said the new findings suggest that coastal communities in the North may experience more flooding, sooner than anticipated, that widespread environmental changes could occur in the biologically rich delta, and that oil and gas exploration could be affected because gas extraction causes land to subside, creating a greater flooding threat. 


"What is happening in the Mackenzie Delta is of world importance. It is a harbinger of what is likely happening in other circumpolar Arctic deltas, where little is known about the impact of global warming," Dr. Lesack said.


The study, Effects of Global Change on Canada's Mackenzie River Delta, is part of an International Polar Year investigation into changes in Arctic freshwater systems. The paper was featured in a recent issue of Geophysical Research Letters, an international Earth science publication.


SEA CHANGE: A GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE OF THE CIRCUMPOLAR ARCTIC

The circumpolar Arctic region is expected to experience massive changes over the next 50 years, driven by two major factors:


Sea-level rise 


Ocean warming and glacier melting have contributed to a net rise in sea level around the Arctic. So far, that increase has been small, but any future increases in sea level will likely affect the major river deltas around the circumpolar region first, because they are in low-elevation areas.


River-ice breakup and ice jamming 


Peak annual water levels in the major deltas in the circumpolar region are controlled by the effects of ice breakup and jamming. Some researchers have argued that if the Arctic region warms, river ice jamming will be reduced, the flood peaks in rivers will also be reduced and higher-elevation lakes in the deltas may dry up. At the same time, diminished sea ice is causing more storm surges, leading to increased flooding in low 


*****

A significant cause for concern is development plans to extract natural gas and oil from substantial areas of the outer Mackenzie Delta and Beaufort shelf over the next 30 years. ... Risk of coastal flooding in the town of Tuktoyaktuk and other areas affected by oil and gas extraction should be reassessed in light of our new information.

Effects of Global Change on Canada's Mackenzie River Delta
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Announcing a Second Course of--

Social Impact Assessment (SIA) Training 
The SIA course in March has sold out!!

Therefore, Rabel Burdge (Western Washington University, USA) will be giving the same


two day SIA Training Course titled:


Making Social Impact Assessment (SIA) Count for Planners and Resource Managers

     17-18 April, 2008 at the Delta Vancouver Airport Hotel, Richmond, BC,
                           Same Course, Same Venue, Additional Date!

        Social Impact Assessment is the systematic analysis in advance of the likely impacts a proposed action (project, policy or plan) will have on the day-to-day life (environment) of persons and communities. The basic SIA course will provide the knowledge, understanding and technical skills to do social impact assessment at the community and project level for a variety of development and policy proposals.
        The two day SIA training course costs $US 545.00 and includes lunch and refreshment breaks both days, the three new SIA books and all course handouts. To view the course outline follow the URL listed below. For a registration form contact Rabel at burdge@comcast.net  or phone +1-360-676-9892. The deadline for registration for the second SIA course is 28 March, 2008 (after that on space available basis). For those staying in Vancouver overnight we have a special rate of $CAN 132.00 (plus applicable taxes) per night at the Delta Hotel at the Vancouver International Airport--the address is 3500 Cessna Dr. Richmond, BC. To make a reservation call (604) 278-1241, (800) 268-1133 or email dvareservations@deltahotels.com The group name is "Rabel Burdge SIA Training Course." You must make your hotel arrangements by 21 March, 2008 The Delta Hotel is located 5 minutes from the Vancouver International airport and the Hotel provides free pick-up and drop-off service every 20 minutes. Parking on site is $CAN 10.00 per day. Check in for the course (in the Lockheed room of the Delta Hotel) starts at 8:30am and class starts promptly at 9:00am--please be on time. Enrollment is limited to 20 persons!

To view the SIA course outline and for more details go to: http://www.socialimpactassessment.net/SIAcourseMarch08Vancouver.htm  


Rabel J. Burdge is an Adjunct Professor of Sociology and Environmental Studies at Western Washington University (USA) and Honorary Professor in the Griffith University Australian School of Environmental Studies. In 1994 he received the International Association for Impact Assessment (IAIA) Rose-Hulman Award for distinguished contributions to the field of impact assessment. He has taught social impact assessment and public involvement courses at three universities for over three decades, Burdge has done over 50 SIAs and EIAs and published three books and many papers on the topic.
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Irving forestry company challenges federal bird protection laws in N.B. court


Chris Morris, CANADIAN PRESS


April 9 2008


BURTON, N.B. - New Brunswick forestry giant J.D. Irving Ltd. is challenging Canada's laws protecting migratory birds at a time when experts warn that some bird populations are in free fall.


Arguments began Tuesday in New Brunswick provincial court on an application by Irving to have the Migratory Birds Convention Act declared unconstitutional.


The company filed the application after it was charged under the federal act as a result of the destruction of several great blue heron nests during a logging operation in Cambridge Narrows, N.B., in 2006.


Irving has pleaded not guilty to the charge, but in advance of the trial, it introduced a motion challenging the constitutionality of the act, which has been on the books since 1917.


Irving is claiming that the Migratory Birds Act violates the Charter of Rights.


"As well, we say it is unconstitutional because it really is provincial jurisdiction, not federal jurisdiction," said Irving lawyer Christopher Wayland of Toronto.


Prosecution witness Steve Wendt, a former director with the Canadian Wildlife Service, told court that protection of migratory birds is just as important now as it was 90 years ago, when the convention was enacted by the United States and Britain, on behalf of Canada.


"When the migratory bird convention came into being, people had observed several extinctions," Wendt told the court, using the disappearance of the passenger pigeon as an example.


"There was a lot of concern then and we have similar concerns now."


Wendt says a number of migratory birds, including such insect-eating species as the common nighthawk and the swallow, are vanishing from the Canadian landscape, making the protection of remaining habitat critical.


The Audubon Society recently published a list of songbirds that are disappearing at alarming rates from North America, including such once-common species as the evening grosbeak and the field sparrow.


"All naturalists know the history of what happened to migratory birds at the turn of the century, when there was unlimited hunting and taking of birds, and the federal law effectively helped bring back some species," said Roland Chiasson of Nature New Brunswick, who attended court proceedings in Burton.


"If this act is struck down, what is going to happen the day after? That really concerns us. This law has worked."


Albert Koehl, a lawyer with Ecojustice, formerly the Sierra Legal Defence Fund, said forestry companies across Canada are closely watching the Irving case.


He said logging companies are worried the charge against Irving may signal a change in policy at Environment Canada, which has largely left the forestry industry alone when it comes to enforcing bird protection.


"What's new is that a logging company was actually charged with not complying with the Migratory Birds Convention Act," Koehl said.


"We know logging companies are worried about the provisions because the provisions are clear - you cannot destroy a migratory bird nest. But the federal government has not been taking action against logging companies."


Koehl said environmentalists want the federal government to do more to protect birds and their habitat.


Environment Canada's wildlife enforcement division has accused the Irving company and one of its foremen of cutting a logging road through a great blue heron nesting site in the Cambridge Narrows area, destroying at least six nests and disturbing several others.


Herons are protected under the Migratory Birds Convention Act. Violating the act carries severe penalties, including fines of up to $1 million, three years in prison or both.


Arguments are expected to continue until later in the week.
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Whalers trying to harpoon Shell permits 

Tim Bradner, Alaska Journal of Commerce


July 15, 2007 


Shell is having trouble finalizing an agreement with Alaska Native subsistence whalers, which if unresolved, could complicate efforts to get key permits the company needs to begin exploration drilling in the Alaska Beaufort Sea later this month, federal officials say. 


The company is assembling a small armada that includes two drill ships, icebreakers and support tugs, a barge equipped with oil spill equipment and a small tanker, all in hopes to begin drilling in the Beaufort Sea in late July or early August. 


John Goll, Alaska regional director for the U.S. Minerals Management Service, said Shell is required to have a plan to minimize impacts on whales and other wildlife before operations can begin. A conflict avoidance agreement reached with local subsistence users, who are Inupiat Eskimos, is typically part of that plan.


Federal officials, speaking on background, said the major unresolved issue involved is the whalers' request that Shell cease operations for up to 30 days during September, the time that bowhead whales migrate along the northern Alaska coast and whalers hunt them. 


Shell has countered with an offer of a 10-day operations shutdown, according to a federal official. 


Jeff Walker, the MMS regional supervisor for field operations, said Shell officials told him that the company would cease drilling operations until whalers from Nuiqsut, the nearest Inupiat community to the exploration area, had secured the number of whales they need. 


“We would like to see the parties come to an agreement themselves,” Goll said. “If the agreement is not signed, we'll have to make some decisions.” 


Inupiat villages along the coast depend on the whales as an important part of their annual food supply. 


“We're still at an impasse,” said Harry Brower, chairman of the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission, which is representing the whalers. “We're trying to set up a meeting between Shell and whalers in the affected communities, which are Kaktok, Nuiqsut and Barrow. 


“We're concerned about drilling being underway during the migration and we're also concerned about protection of the habitat,” Brower added. “Camden Bay, where Shell 


will be drilling, is an important resting area for the bowheads.” The whales pause in that area before heading west along the coast toward Barrow, along the Chukchi Sea, he said. 


Brower said he is hopeful the issue can be resolved. 


Shell did not return phone calls on the status of the negotiations, but Rick Fox, the company's Alaska asset manager, told an Anchorage business group June 25 that the company is facing challenges in securing permits needed to begin drilling. 


Window for drills, whales 


The length of the shutdown period is critical to Shell because the company has only a three-month period in mid-to-late summer that the Beaufort Sea is free of enough ice that drill ships can operate safely. 


Late August, September and the early part of October is the probable drilling window before winter sea ice makes operations unsafe. Given those constraints, a lengthy shutdown to allow the whales to pass through could prove devastating to Shell's plans to drill three Beaufort Sea exploration wells this summer. 


For Inupiat whalers, the issues are just as urgent. Shell is drilling in an area of the eastern Alaska Beaufort Sea several miles offshore Point Thomson, where Exxon Mobil Corp. and several other companies have found large gas and condensate reserves, and northwest of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. 


Shell is proposing to drill in the path used by bowhead whales in their annual fall migration from their summer grounds off the Mackenzie River delta in Canada to their winter grounds, which scientists believe is in the Bering Sea. 


The Inupiat are concerned that underwater noise from vessel engines and propellers and drilling from Shell's operations could deflect the whales, causing them to go farther offshore and beyond where the whalers can safely hunt them from the small, open boats they use. 


Scientific studies with whales in the Beaufort Sea conducted by BP have demonstrated that bowheads do react to sharp underwater noises, such as those from vessel engines. BP has had a continuing series of underwater acoustics studies underway for several years in connection with its Northstar field, a small oil field five miles offshore the Prudhoe Bay field that began production in 1991. 


To obtain its federal permits, Shell needs Incidental Take Permit authorizations from the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to cover unintentional encounters the company may have with marine mammals, such as whales or polar bears. 


Agency regulations require that industry operators secure a Conflict Avoidance Agreement with local Native subsistence hunters before those permits can be issued. 


The Conflict Avoidance Agreements have been negotiated yearly for companies doing seismic or near-shore exploration in the Beaufort Sea and are usually routine. This year, however, the scale of Shell's exploration program and its location several miles offshore and in the path of the bowhead migration has elevated the Native hunters' concerns to new levels. 


Borough tries tax block 


The North Slope Borough has also filed suit to block Shell's permits, but the legal effort has been unsuccessful so far. 


The borough government, which covers the Arctic Slope region, cites risks for Native communities from offshore spills and adverse effects on wildlife but no compensating benefits, such as increased tax base, North Slope Borough Mayor Edward Itta has said in past statements. 


Unlike onshore producing fields, which are subject to municipal property taxes, Shell's operations are in the Outer Continental Shelf, beyond state and local tax jurisdictions. 


Shell, for its part, is trying to help the local Inupiat population in other ways. The company has contracted with Arctic Slope Energy Services, an oil field service subsidiary of Arctic Slope Regional Corp., the Alaska Native regional corporation owned by all Inupiat Eskimos in the region. 


The company has also offered a $500,000 grant to the borough to help to build community infrastructure, and is discussing a training program to employ workers from the villages in offshore operations. 


Alaska is not the first region where Shell's offshore drilling has raised concerns over whales. In Sakhalin, in Russia's Far East, Shell was forced to reroute a pipeline from offshore platforms to shore after international environmental groups and Russian agencies raised concerns over the effects on endangered gray whales that feed in nearby waters. 
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Industry v. birds: a battle hatches


PAUL WALDIE 


From Friday's Globe and Mail


March 28, 2008 at 4:38 AM EDT


The great blue heron is a majestic, quiet bird that rarely attracts much attention. 


But the heron is at the centre of a court case in New Brunswick that could change how Canada protects migratory birds and affect the operations of almost every forest products, energy and mining company in the country.


"This is a case that will have implications in every corner of the country," said Stewart Elgie, a professor of environmental law at the University of Ottawa. "It's one of the most significant environmental law cases to come down in years."


A spokesman for the Forest Products Association of Canada said the industry association is watching the case closely, but declined further comment.


In November of 2006 Environment Canada officials filed charges against forestry giant J.D. Irving Ltd. under the Migratory Birds Convention Act. The act stems from a 92-year-old treaty between Canada and the United States designed to save migratory birds "from indiscriminate slaughter and ensure their preservation." 


Officials alleged the company destroyed about eight blue heron nests during construction of a logging road on Irving-owned land near Cambridge Narrows, N.B. The maximum penalty under the act is a $1-million fine and three years in jail. The company pleaded not guilty. It also shut down the road and took steps to protect remaining nests. 


A trial on the charges was slated to begin in October, but this month, lawyers representing Irving filed a constitutional challenge, arguing the act was vague and beyond the power of the federal government. A hearing on the motion started this week in Burton, N.B.


In court filings, Irving lawyers argued the law is so broad a homeowner could be prosecuted for removing a robin's nest. " 'Migratory bird' is defined so as to include hundreds of very common bird [species] from pigeons to robins to seagulls and many others," the lawyers said.


A key section of the act prohibits anyone from disturbing, destroying or taking a migratory bird's nest. Irving's lawyers argued that could mean nests found anywhere, including on the roofs of private homes, inside garages, barns or even in zoos. 


They also argued that the federal government did not have constitutional authority to implement the treaty because it involved provincial jurisdiction.


Lawyers for the government are expected to argue that protecting migratory birds is a federal responsibility and that the law is specific enough to carry out that mandate.


Industry groups and many environmentalists have long complained about the migratory birds act. Environmentalists have criticized Environment Canada for rarely prosecuting companies under the legislation. They point to a 2007 study that showed forest companies destroyed 45,000 migratory bird nests in just one summer in Ontario. Business groups say the act is inflexible and outdated. They note it covers up to three billion birds, encompassing 230 species.


In a recent document, Environment Canada acknowledged the limitations of the legislation and said enforcement "is clearly very challenging." The agency has also launched a sweeping review of the law and announced several proposed changes.


One proposal would let companies apply for an exemption to the act, allowing them to destroy some nests in an area so long as they had an overall management plan to support bird populations. That approach has been endorsed by associations representing forestry, pipeline and power generating companies. Some environmental groups have also backed the idea and called for clearer, more workable regulations.


However, the review will likely be put on hold while the Irving case is before the courts. Many experts and industry officials believe the case could take years to resolve and will end up in the Supreme Court of Canada.
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Yellowknife council votes to force Giant Mine cleanup review


CBC News  


Wednesday, March 19, 2008


Cleanup plans for the defunct Giant Mine will undergo an environmental assessment after all, on the orders of Yellowknife city council.


Councillors voted Tuesday to force an assessment, even though the Mackenzie Land and Water Board decided last month to approve the federal government's $900-million mine remediation plan without the need for one.


In making its decision, the board had said holding an environmental assessment would further delay cleanup work that must be done now on the toxic mine site.


Councillors agreed there is enough public concern to warrant further scrutiny of the plan, which involves filling in waste tailings ponds, removing decrepit buildings and freezing 273,000 tonnes of poisonous arsenic trioxide dust currently stored underground.


"I don't think that in a thousand or even a hundred years, it's going to matter whether we start this a year or two later," Coun. Paul Falvo said at Tuesday night's council meeting.


"We owe it to our citizens to take the time to do this right."


The environmental assessment is expected to take up to three years.


The Giant Mine produced more than seven million ounces of gold from 1948 until 1999. The federal Indian and Northern Affairs Department is now responsible for cleaning up the leftover contamination and monitoring the site.


The city's request for an assessment would normally trigger one automatically, had it asked for one when the land and water board was deciding whether to do so.


But the city had thought other agencies with the authority to trigger a review would do so, reacting with shock when no one came forward.


Dozens of people packed council chambers, many of whom called for the city to order the assessment.


"They're trying to force us to say, 'Hurry up and clean it up,'" Chief Edward Sangris of the Yellowknives Dene said.


"But it took them 71 years to contaminate it. Did we say, 'Hurry up, we're worried about contamination?'"


Councillors said they are concerned with the lack of an independent agency to monitor the federal department's cleanup work. They also said the remediation plan must take into account the city's plans to build on the site eventually.


Kevin O'Reilly, an environmental activist and former city councillor, said the city has to be prepared if anything goes wrong and the city is left on the hook financially.


"The city needs to start to stand up for itself as a corporation and the residents of this community," O'Reilly told councillors.


"You need to get some professional and technical legal assistance when it comes to mine closure," he added. "You do this whenever there's a rate application for the Public Utilities Board, and you should be doing this to protect your rights and interests when it comes to mine reclamation."
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Court deals blow to oilsands project 

Shaun Polczer, Calgary Herald – March 6, 2008 


Plans for Imperial Oil Ltd.'s Kearl oilsands mine were dealt a setback after the Federal Court of Canada on Wednesday struck down parts of the project's environmental approval. 


Specifically, the court found that the joint federal-provincial panel charged with reviewing the project failed to justify its finding that the $8-billion open pit mine would have no significant impact on air quality. 


Evidence presented at the public hearings suggested Kearl's greenhouse gas emissions would be equivalent to adding nearly one million cars to Alberta's roads. 


"The absolute amount of greenhouse gas pollution from oilsands development will continue to rise under intensity-based targets, because of the planned increase in total production of bitumen," Justice Daniele Tremblay-Lamer wrote in her decision. 


"Given the amount of greenhouse gases that will be emitted to the atmosphere and given the evidence presented that the intensity-based targets will not address the problem of greenhouse-gas emissions, it was incumbent upon the panel to provide a justification for its recommendation on this particular issue." 


The lawsuit was spawned by a coalition of environmental groups led by Ecojustice -- formerly the legal arm of the Sierra Club -- after Kearl was granted initial regulatory approval in the spring of 2007. Trial proceedings began in January. 


The Kearl project, which is to start producing 100,000 barrels of synthetic oil per day in 2010, was expected to receive formal sanction from Imperial's board of directors later this year. 


Company spokesman Gordon Wong said the project remains on track despite the ruling. 


He asserted the decision was not an indictment of Imperial, but, rather, one specific part of the process. 


"The judgment does not direct Imperial to undertake or refrain from taking any particular course of action," he said. 


The Ecojustice suit sought to block the original approval on a dozen different points that were mostly upheld in the court's decision.


Although Justice Tremblay-Lamer said the panel erred with respect to emissions, she refused to overturn the entire approval process. Instead, she remitted the ruling back to the panel to reconsider specific points related to greenhouse gas. 


"As this error relates solely to one of the many issues that the panel was mandated to consider, I find that it would be inappropriate and ineffective to require the entire panel review to be conducted a second time," she said. 


Still, environmental groups laid claim to what they said is a groundbreaking triumph. 


"This is a huge victory," said Ecojustice lawyer Sean Nixon. "The court accepted our position that the environmental assessment was flawed, and that the joint panel failed to explain why they thought the Kearl project would cause only 'insignificant' environmental harm." 


Nixon said the group may appeal the parts of the ruling that were upheld. 


Other groups involved in the court case said the decision means that regulators can't run roughshod over environmental concerns. 


"We're happy this is getting the recognition it deserves," added Simon Dyer, who presented evidence to the court on behalf of the Drayton Valley-based Pembina Institute. 


"From our perspective, this is a nail in the coffin to the notion that intensity targets protect the environment." 


In public hearings, Imperial said the project would spew 3.7 million tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalents per year, an amount the environmental review panel said would have an insignificant impact on the environment. 


Dyer said the figure amounts to 1.7 per cent of Alberta's 2004 emissions and works out to the equivalent of the tailpipe emissions of 800,000 cars. 


"I really want to see how they can make that argument," said Myles Kitigawa, director of the Edmonton-based Toxic Watch Society of Alberta, which also presented evidence at the trial. 


"I'm very pleased that the judge ruled that greenhouse gas emissions and climate change are not something any regulator can back away from." 


Imperial shares rose $1.37 on the Toronto Stock Exchange on Wednesday, to $57.24. 
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Groups to Monitor Whales in Beaufort Sea 

Associated Press, November 6, 2007 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- Endangered humpback whales swam into the Beaufort Sea off Alaska's northern coast this summer, far beyond their usual range, but federal officials monitoring the waters say it's too soon to determine whether it's a trend or an anomaly. 


Environmental groups say the presence of humpbacks hundreds of miles north of their usual habitat likely is another sign of the effects of global warming and the shifting Arctic ecosystem. They are calling for more study of the endangered animals' habits before industrial activity is allowed to expand off Alaska's northern shores. 


Robin Cacy, a spokeswoman for the federal Minerals Management Service, which oversees lease sales for offshore petroleum drilling in federal waters, confirmed that humpback whales were spotted in the Beaufort Sea east of Barrow, the northernmost community in the United States. Humpback whales were seen in the Chukchi Sea off Alaska's northwest coast last year, she said. 


Also, endangered fin whales were detected this summer by acoustic monitoring north of the Bering Strait in the Chukchi Sea, Cacy said. The fin whales were recorded as far north as Point Lay, a coastal Inupiat Eskimo village of 235 about 700 miles northwest of Anchorage. 


Some of the whales were spotted by observers involved with the oil industry. Shell Exploration and Production and its contractors performed seismic work this summer in anticipation of bidding on leases. Lease sales are scheduled for 2008 in the Chukchi Sea and 2009 in the Beaufort Sea. Cacy said some whales also were spotted by observers involved with barge traffic. 


No one was expecting humpbacks near the activity connected to Outer Continental Shelf lease sales, said Brad Smith, a protective resources biologist for the National Marine Fisheries Service. 


''We expected those to be further south and west of the OCS planning areas,'' Smith said. ''We didn't anticipate that they'd been encountered in any of the OCS exploration activity that we're doing this year.'' 


Brendan Cummings, ocean programs director for the Center for Biological Diversity, said the sightings may be an indication of a recovering humpback population expanding its range or of desperate animals in search of food. 


Other species that use the Chukchi Sea, from walrus congregating on Alaska's northwest shore to gray whales seeking new feeding areas, are behaving differently because of climate change, he said. 


''It looks like the populations are suffering from it,'' he said. ''All signs point to global warming. That would be the first suspect of why the whales are there.'' 


Deborah Williams, a former Department of Interior special assistant for Alaska, and now an advocate for finding solutions to climate change, said the presence of humpback and fin whales so far north has significant implications for the animals' management and development. 


''We now have even more compelling reasons to protect the Arctic Ocean and the species dramatically affected by climate change,'' she said. 


Sheela McLean, spokeswoman for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's fisheries service in Juneau, said humpbacks range widely and have been spotted on the Russian part of the Chukchi Sea. However, humpbacks are not usually associated with pack ice, so sightings further north might be shifts in distribution caused by climate change, she said. 


This year was a record low year for pack ice. The National Snow and Ice Data Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder in September recorded 1.65 million square miles of sea ice. That's 39 percent below the long-term average from 1979 to 2000. 


Gary Strasburg, a spokesman for the Minerals Management Service in Washington, D.C., said a sighting of an endangered species in a new area would not mean an immediate change in how the agency regulates petroleum exploration. The agency would determine whether the presence of humpbacks was a trend, and if so, determine the appropriate response, he said. 


Federal laws allow a certain level of ''harassment'' of marine mammals, Smith said. Permits issued in 2007 for exposure of marine mammals to noise from seismic activities covered neither humpback nor fin whales, he said. 


''They do, however, have authorization to harass other whales and marine mammals, which were expected to be encountered during the course of their seismic operations,'' Smith said, including ringed seals, bearded seals, gray whales and bowhead whales. 


Conditions imposed upon exploration for humpbacks may be no different than what's in place now, Smith said. The sensitivity of bowhead whales, which remain close to sea ice and are hunted in limited numbers by Eskimo whalers, is considered equal to or greater than the sensitivity of humpbacks, he said. 


Cummings does not agree with that assessment of humpbacks -- or with the government's protective measures in general. 


''These are animals that are entirely dependent on sound,'' he said of humpbacks. 


Permits issued don't take into account the federal government's own research indicating how easily whales can be deflected from their intended paths. The noise could have consequences for whales' feeding and energy expended feeding behavior, especially mothers migrating with their young. 


''We don't believe that permits issued to date in the Beaufort Sea comply with the spirit or the letter of the Marine Mammal Protection Act or the Endangered Species Act,'' he said. 


Humpback, fin and bowhead whales are all baleen whales. Humpback and fin whales feed on krill and plankton plus small, schooling fish such as herring or capelin. 


Humpbacks are seasonal feeders, building up body fat reserves in the summer and migrating to warmer, subtropical areas during the winter breeding season. 


Full-grown humpback whales average 42 feet long and weigh 25 tons. Females average 45 feet long and 35 tons. 


Fin whales are even larger. The long, slender whales grow to nearly 88 feet, the second longest of the whales behind blue whales. 
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Erosion of Alaska's north coast speeding up 

In the last 50 years, ponds have turned into saltwater bays 


David Perlman, San Francisco Chronicle


July 5, 2007 


The speed of coastal erosion on Alaska's far northern coast has doubled over the past 50 years and coastal cliffs saturated with melting permafrost have crumbled into the sea as the world's climate has warmed, scientists report. 


Using evidence from satellite observations and aerial photographs, two geologists at the U.S. Geological Survey have concluded that pack ice shrinking rapidly over the Beaufort Sea has probably caused the waves to surge more powerfully against the weakened cliffs. 


At the same time small inland lakes have expanded as ice covering their surface has melted away, the scientists say. 


In some instances the land-locked margins of ice-covered lakes that were isolated from the coast 50 years ago have moved north until erosion has turned them into open bays exposed to continuous flooding by ocean water, the geologists say. 


John Mars and David Houseknecht of the survey's headquarters in Reston, Va., analyzed 50-year-old topographic maps made from aerial photographs and images from Landsat satellites run by NASA and the survey for their findings. 


Their study area was a 400-mile strip of coast between the Eskimo town of Barrow and the oil-pumping center at Prudhoe Bay in what is now the National Petroleum Reserve. 


With waves breaking more and more strongly against the shore as the protective pack ice melts, the coastal erosion has pushed the shoreline back more than a half-mile since 1955, the geologists said. 


The erosion rate is speeding, too, and in the 30 years from 1955 to 1985, the coast in the study area lost an average of 120 acres a year, but during the following 20 years the loss of land from erosion along the coast averaged nearly 270 acres a year, the scientists said. 


"The waves undercut the mud-rich permafrost land, causing it to collapse into the sea," Mars said. 


Ocean water has surged into many freshwater lakes in the region as the coastal land retreated, while melting permafrost has threatened the calving grounds of large caribou herds and changed the environment for waterfowl and other migratory birds, the report noted. 


Climate change in Alaska has caused average temperatures there to rise by as much as 3.6 to 5.4 degrees Fahrenheit, according to the international Arctic Climate Impact Assessment. 


And while the USGS scientists did not directly blame global warming for the results of their analysis, the report did say that "on this sensitive area, land and resource managers must consider the natural effects of a 30-year warming trend that has resulted in ice-pack shrinkage and deterioration of permafrost, as well as the potential impact of proposed human activity." 


The human activity they noted is an increase in petroleum leases throughout Arctic Alaska's North Slope that has been proposed by the Bush administration and that Alaska conservation organizations and Inupiat Eskimo communities have opposed. 
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EPA Warns Human Beings No Longer Biodegradable

The Onion, July 26, 2007







EPA Warns Human Beings No Longer Biodegradable

Copy and paste this code into a new post in Blogger, MySpace, or any other blog tool. It will display this Onion headline, picture, and teaser copy on your page, depending on what you select above.

It's up to you to write the rest of the blog post. 


WASHINGTON, DC—The Environmental Protection Agency issued a bulletin Tuesday warning the bodies of American citizens, with their large concentrations of artificial, synthetic, and often toxic substances, have been reclassified as industrial waste. 


"The average human body is now only 35 percent organic," EPA chief Ralph Johnson said. "Due to changes brought about by modern detergents, silicone implants, and processed cheese food product, it is no longer safe to allow human tissue to come into contact with our nation's topsoil." 


Johnson said the EPA is seeking funding to construct a massive, federally managed human-body containment facility in the Mojave Desert to safely and viably store human remains.


(Before you panic, note the source!- Eds.)
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Imperial oil sands plans dealt blow


Kearl project faces delay as Fisheries and Oceans pulls water authorization 


DAVID EBNER, Globe and Mail


March 31, 2008 


CALGARY -- The federal government has revoked a key water permit for Imperial Oil Ltd.'s proposed $8-billion Kearl oil sands mine, delaying work on a major new oil sands development as environmental scrutiny of the massive projects around Fort McMurray intensifies.


Imperial, which is majority-owned by Exxon Mobil Corp., has been granted an expedited court hearing, scheduled for early May, on its application to overturn the decision. The company says the lost permit could mean a delay of one or more years, according to an affidavit.


The mine had been scheduled to start producing 100,000 barrels of bitumen a day in 2011. Imperial's board of directors is expected to make a final decision about whether to build the mine by the end of September.


The loss of the water permit stems from a Federal Court of Canada judgment in early March that found approval of the Kearl project by the Alberta and federal governments didn't fully explain why greenhouse gas emissions were not significant. However, that ruling didn't throw out the overall approval. 


Still, citing the court judgment, the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans told Imperial in a March 20 letter that the water permit issued Feb. 8 had been rendered invalid. Imperial, the letter stated, "is not authorized to proceed with any works or undertakings that will cause a harmful alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat or that destroys fish by any means other than fishing." A Fisheries habitat biologist is set to visit Kearl in the next several days to assess the situation.


Imperial is "very disappointed" by Ottawa's decision, said company spokesman Gordon Wong. "[The water permit] is legally valid and that's the argument we will pursue in court," he said.


The voided water permit is a victory for non-profit environmental groups, including Alberta's Pembina Institute and the Sierra Club of Canada, who brought the original federal court case against Imperial and Kearl and were fighting the validity of the Fisheries authorization. The setback for Imperial comes as oil sands producers are facing challenges including sharply rising costs, and uncertainty related to new federal emissions legislation and recent environmental moves by U.S. lawmakers.


In granting Imperial's request for a hearing on the matter last week, Federal Court Justice Yves de Montigny rejected Imperial's call to quash the revocation, saying it is of "crucial importance to resolve all the uncertainties, legal and otherwise, before embarking on such an important project."


Imperial, which already has 1,000 workers at the Kearl site 70 kilometres north of Fort McMurray in northeastern Alberta, started initial work for the mine after receiving the Fisheries permit in early February and said the loss of the permit hasn't yet stopped preliminary site preparation.


However, with temperatures now climbing above freezing around Fort McMurray, the Kearl site is about to turn into a water-soaked boreal forest bog - and the important prep work of "de-watering" the proposed mining territory, set for this summer, cannot happen without the permit.


The proposed mine, which was scrutinized during 16 days of public hearings in late 2006, is viewed by the green groups as a flashpoint in the frenetic development of the oil sands and as an opportunity to challenge Exxon Mobil, considered by activists as the world's least environmentally friendly oil company and a long-time denier of global warming. The groups say that the project will mine an area of undisturbed boreal forest larger than 20,000 football fields.


While initial work at Kearl has begun, the biggest factor as Imperial's board weighs going forward with the project is the escalating cost of development.


For investors, the court fight over Kearl is unlikely to heighten concerns about environmental exposure, said Len Racioppo, president of money manager Jarislowsky Fraser Ltd., one of the Imperial's largest shareholders.


"We all know there's a very significant environmental risk in the oil sands - we've always known that," Mr. Racioppo said. "The court case isn't going to start a round of discussions among our analysts whether we should own or not own Imperial."


Imperial stock, buoyed by record oil prices, is near an all-time high - the shares have risen about 240 per cent in the past five years, compared with a gain of about 110 per cent for the S&P/TSX composite index.


Sean Nixon, a lawyer at Ecojustice who took on Kearl in court for the environmental groups, said Fisheries made the right decision to pull the water permit while the overall approval for the project is in limbo.


"It's always been our opinion that once you've shown a flaw in the environmental assessment, everything else that flows from that is flawed," Mr. Nixon said.
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Australian lawmaker urges mass toad cull


Associated press, April 2, 2008

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) -- An Australian politician on Wednesday proposed designating a special day for residents to hunt and kill what he called one of the world's most disgusting creatures: the poisonous cane toad.


 The Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals has said it backs the plan by Queensland state lawmaker Shane Knuth to launch "Toad Day Out," but only if the creatures are killed in a humane way, such as euthanizing them in a freezer.


"Obviously we're not idiots. We understand a lot people will be highly reluctant to fill their fridges and freezers with dying cane toads, but at the moment that is the only humane way that we can recommend," said Michael Beatty, the society's spokesman.


The toads were imported from South America to Australia's northeastern state of Queensland in 1935 in a failed attempt to control beetles on sugar cane plantations. They now threaten many local species.


Knuth said he wanted "a special day that Queenslanders, especially children, could all play their part."


"The toad is probably the greatest environmental vermin and probably the most disgusting creature known to man," he said.


Knuth has long campaigned against the pests. Last year he suggested a bounty of 36 cents per toad.


Queensland's Department of Primary Industries said it was important that native frogs are not mistaken for toads during any hunt.


[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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Suncor joins green giant club


Gordon Jaremko, The Edmonton Journal 
 July 18, 2007



EDMONTON - Four decades after starting the first oilsands mega-mine, Suncor Energy Inc. set out Tuesday to reach another new frontier for Alberta industry -- environmental accountability. Suncor became the first Canadian energy firm -- and only the second oil company ever -- to join a Boston-based network dedicated to making businesses set examples of green corporate citizenship.
 
The operator of a 260,000-barrels-daily bitumen strip mining and upgrading complex 30 kilometres north of Fort McMurray, Suncor signed on with Ceres, the non-profit coalition for environmentally responsible economies.
 
"This (membership) is not a green stamp of approval. This is not a public relations gimmick at all," Ceres communications director Peyton Fleming said. "It's a commitment to try to work on improving environmental practices," Fleming said in an interview. "As a major oilsands company, Suncor presents unique and daunting challenges," Ceres president Mindy Lubber said in announcing the recruitment. We look forward to seeing Suncor's continued progress on energy efficiency, carbon-capture technology and investments in renewable energy."
 
Ceres was born 17 years ago as a response by alarmed investment firms and environmentalists in the United States to two industrial calamities: the lethal 1984 Bhopal pesticide factory explosion in India and the 1989 Exxon Valdez tanker oil spill in Alaska.
 
The coalition is selective about its business members. Recruits must be candid about environmental and community issues raised by their operations, and they must show commitment to making improvements, corporate engagement director Andrea Moffat said. In the roster of Ceres-member companies, Suncor will rub shoulders with global household names such as Coca-Cola Co., General Motors Corp., McDonald's Corp., Nike Inc., Sun Microsystems and Time Warner.
 
Other Ceres members in environmental, community and investment circles include opinion makers such as the California Climate Action Registry, Friends of the Earth, the Sierra Club, the Union of Concerned Scientists, New York State Teachers' Retirement System, Trillium Asset Management Corp. and the United Methodist Church.
 
Membership also puts the Alberta oilsands pioneer in contact with a Ceres greenhouse-gas control initiative known as INCR, or investor network on climate risk. The group includes more than 50 institutional investment agencies, which manage $4 trillion in assets and want to know how industries plan to reduce the carbon-dioxide emissions blamed for global warming. Activities include quarterly meetings between Ceres member firms and their environmental, community and investment critics. Coalition experts also guide firms in meeting requirements such as periodic "sustainability reports" on the effects of their operations on nature and society.
 
Ceres already had a hand in Suncor's recently released 2007 sustainability report by making sure it was candid and dealt with tough questions as well as achievements, company communications officer Patti Lewis said. The report showed technical advances are reducing carbon-dioxide emissions per barrel of production, but also that total greenhouse-gas output is still on the rise as the oilsands plant grows. Plans for further improvement are described.
 
Suncor also disclosed a 134-per-cent jump in contraventions of Alberta air quality regulations due to a surprise flurry of sulphur emissions. It outlined actions underway to stop the leaks.
 
"It's quite an honour just to be selected for Ceres membership," Lewis said. "It's a critical set of eyes that are independent and can hopefully help our business grow stronger," she said. "Suncor is definitely a company of firsts. We are committed to being a leader in responsible development of this (oilsands) resource."
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End free land access system for northern prospectors, regulator recommends 

Bob Weber, Canadian Press


December 16, 2007 


A northern regulator is recommending that the federal government change rules that give mineral prospectors free entry to Crown land to stake their claims before they consult with local aboriginal bands about environmental or cultural concerns. 


But a mining industry spokesman says if Indian and Northern Affairs Minister Chuck Strahl accepts the recommendation, only large mining companies will be able to explore new resources in the North. 


"What we're talking about is the end of mineral exploration by anyone except for large companies who can take up large tracts of land without knowing what's on them first," said Mike Vaydik of the Northwest Territory and Nunavut Chamber of Mines. 


Vaydik was reacting to a recommendation from the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board that the free-entry system of claim-staking come to an end for some parts of the territory. In its decision to approve a diamond exploration project along Great Slave Lake about 60 kilometres southeast of Yellowknife, the board referred to the "potential for conflict between the duty to consult when aboriginal rights are infringed by mineral exploration and development and the free-entry system." 


Under the free-entry system, any licensed prospector may stake a claim on any Crown land without notifying local people. That claim gives the holder legal rights on that land and binds him to perform a certain amount of work on it. Aboriginals and environmentalists have long held that the free-entry system allows industry to chip away at environmentally or culturally significant lands before anyone has a chance to discuss where development should be allowed and where it should remain off limits. 


"It's a system that doesn't fully acknowledge that there are other rights of equal or perhaps greater importance," said David Livingstone, Indian and Northern Affairs director of renewable resources and environment for the N.W.T., who spoke in favour of such a recommendation at hearings on the project. 


It's almost impossible to establish a protected area or create a land claim on land with pre-existing mineral dispositions on it, Livingstone said. 


"Once mineral rights are acquired, they tend to set the foundation for the discussion (for the land). 


"We've reached a point now in the context of aboriginal rights that aboriginal people are in some cases saying 'Hold it now, we're not sure we want mining in this area. If you're acquiring mineral rights, you're setting off on that path before we've had a chance to really discuss the long-term consequences of that."' 


The issue has been most prevalent in the southern half of the N.W.T., where land claims are still being negotiated in the Akaitcho and Deh Cho regions. Earlier this year, the board rejected Ur-Energy's bid to conduct uranium exploration in the Thelon Basin, an area the Akaitcho Dene consider sacred. But last week, it recommended approval of diamond drilling near Drybones Bay, to which the Yellowknives Dene have objected. 


Yellowknives chief Fred Sangris convinced his fellow chiefs at the Assembly of First Nations last week to pass a resolution condemning the board's recommendation. Livingstone said the free-entry system in the southern N.W.T. should be replaced by land-use plans that show prospectors in advance where development will be welcomed. 


But mining, where information on deposits is closely guarded, doesn't work that way, said Vaydik. 


"This is a highly secretive, highly competitive business," he said. "A prospector is not going to share his knowledge of the territory with anyone prior to going ahead and staking a claim. It doesn't make any sense." 


The board's recommendations are now at Strahl's office, and the minister will make the final decision. 
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Who wants to be a billionaire? I don't.: Jeffrey Lee is custodian to


Aboriginal land containing $5 billion worth of uranium, but he's saying 'no' to mining


Lindsay Murdoch, The Age


July 14, 2007


KAKADU AUSTRALIA-  Jeffrey Lee is not interested in the soaring price of uranium, which could make him one of the world's richest men.


"This is my country, look, it's beautiful and I fear somebody will disturb it," he said, waving his arm across rocky land surrounded by the Kakadu National Park, where the French mining giant Areva wants to extract 14,000 tonnes of uranium worth more than $5 billion.


Mr Lee, the shy, 36-year-old sole member of the Djok clan and senior


custodian of the Koongarra uranium deposit, has decided never to allow the ecologically sensitive land to be mined. "There are sacred sites, there are burial sites and there are other special places out there which are my responsibility to look after," Mr Lee told The Age.


"I'm not interested in money. I've got a job. I can buy tucker. I can go fishing and hunting. That's all that matters to me."


Mr Lee said he thought long and hard about speaking publicly about why he wanted to see the land incorporated into the World Heritage-listed Kakadu where, he said, "it will be protected and safe forever".


The Koongarra deposit is only three kilometres from Nourlangie Rock, one of the most visited attractions in Kakadu.


"Now I want to talk about what I have decided to do because I fear for my country," he said. "I was taken all through here on the shoulder of my grandmother ... I heard all the stories and learnt everything about this land and I want to pass it all on to my kids."


Mr Lee this week took The Age to a rocky outcrop overlooking the Koongarra deposit, a sacred place where, according to his clans' beliefs, a giant blue tongue lizard still lurks and should not be disturbed.


Here it is, painted on a rock hundreds, or even thousands, of years ago, its jaw apparently bitten off in a mystical fight.


This is what Mr Lee calls a "djang", or place of spiritual essence, which he has closed to the 230,000 tourists who visit Kakadu each year. "My father and grandfather said they would agree to opening the land to mining but I have learnt as I have grown up that there's poison in the ground," he said.


"My father and grandfather were offered cars, houses ... but nobody told them about uranium and what it can do," he said.


"If you disturb that land, bad things will happen ... there will be a big flood, there will be an earthquake and people will have a big accident."


Mr Lee said there were places on his land where the Rainbow Serpent - a


mythological creature believed to be in control of water - had entered


that were so sacred "I can't even go to them or even talk about them".


Areva, the world's biggest nuclear power company, wants to extract the


uranium on its 12.5-square-kilometre mineral lease at Koongarra because


the price of the ore has soared.


But Mr Lee's declaration will pressure the Howard Government to formally incorporate the land into Kakadu.


Under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act (Northern Territory), Areva must get Mr Lee's approval at a meeting called by the Northern Land Council before it can start extracting the uranium.


In August 2005, the Government seized control of uranium mining from the Northern Territory, declaring the territory open for new mines.


Ranger, a mine with a history of leaks and owned by Energy Resources of


Australia Limited, has been extracting uranium inside Kakadu since 1981.


But the Howard Government has always maintained that no new mine would be approved in the territory unless it had the approval of traditional


owners.


The Government has told UNESCO, the world body under which Kakadu is


listed as a heritage site, that it would agree in principle for Koongarra to be incorporated into the park if the traditional owners requested it.


Mr Lee, who works as a Kakadu ranger, said incorporating Koongarra into


the park would allow him to see that the land remains protected.


"Being part of the park will ensure that the traditional laws, customs,


sites, bush tucker, trees, plants and water stay the same as when they


were passed on to me by my father and great grandfather," he said.


Mr Lee, who became known as Kakadu's mystery man because he has avoided


publicity, has another concern. As the sole member of the Djok clan he has no children to pass the land on to. "I'll have to see what I can do about that," he said.
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Mining the public 

Yukon News, February 6, 2007 


The costs of managing the mess at the Faro lead-zinc-silver mine are truly mind-boggling. Once again, it raises questions about whether mining is worth the bother. 


The open-pit mine and its associated tailings pond, a huge lake of sickly looking grey-green goo, occupy a 5,000-hectare site in the mountains above the town. To put it in perspective, that's equivalent to 88 Tank Farms, the property where Whitehorse developer Brad Taylor wants to build 340 large residential properties. So we're talking an area that can accommodate 29,900 housing lots. 


It's big. But everything about the Faro operation is. The mine was once the largest lead-zinc mine in the world. 


In 1990, it was producing 550,000 tonnes of lead and zinc a year, trucking the concentrate to Skagway, Alaska. The mess from the industrial activity was similarly huge. 


A kilometre away from the tailings pond, concentrations of poisonous metal in vegetation are comparable to some of the highest recorded in the world, according to a report drafted by Gartner Lee. Samples taken from a 769-kilometre area around the mine found three times the normal amount of environmental lead levels in animals and plants. And the belt of heavy metal contamination stretches to Pelly Crossing, 180 kilometres away. 


Ottawa was responsible for licensing the mine. It is now responsible for cleaning it up. It estimates the initial cost of mitigating the damage at up to $850 million, enough to pay 100 mineworkers $80,000 a year for 106 years. The initial work on stabilizing the toxic place is going to take up to 40 years, roughly the amount of time the mine operated. After that initial work is done, Ottawa expects to pay up to $5 million every year to maintain and monitor the site. Today's experts expect that work to be necessary for at least 500 years. 


We'll repeat that: 500 years. It's staggering. And all at public expense. The mining companies that created the mess are gone. They declared bankruptcy. If they had to build this expense into their business plans, they never would have opened at all. 


Too often, governments heavily subsidize projects for the upfront jobs, royalties and taxes. Too often, future generations have to pay the true costs of production. In this case, 25 generations are on the hook for the mess. Ridiculous. With base metal prices sky high and the next mining boom upon us, the defunct Faro mine serves as a warning. 


There's often a lot of hoopla surrounding mining ventures. But as good as a mining prospect may seem today, the hidden costs of production -- the monitoring, cleanup and reclamation costs -- must be worked into the profitability equation. We suspect, once that's done, that it's often not worth the bother. More often than not, mining companies mine the public not the ground. 


Which is why government has an obligation to vigorously review, regulate and monitor projects. Clearly, a failure to do so costs generations of its citizens dearly. 
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No ‘downside’ to full refinery review 

Environment Ottawa's argument about duplicating efforts is bogus: Green Party leader 


Rob Linke, Telegraph Journal


January 16, 2008 


Federal Green Party leader Elizabeth May argues that it's not just the public and the environment that could be shortchanged by the lack of a full federal environmental review of the proposed second Irving Oil refinery in Saint John. 


It's also Irving Oil. 


"Frankly, the impact of doing a proper, full environmental review is to improve the project and reduce the impact on the environment and human health," she said Tuesday. 


"There's no downside to doing a full environmental review. A good review can help the proponent." 


Full reviews are not known for turning down major projects. In fact, it has only happened once, said May - to a proposed quarry at Digby Neck, N.S., a few months ago. 


"This is not about trying to stop a project," she said. "But we know there are a lot of issues about having a refinery." 


May, who had just spoken to a national group of chief executive officers under 40 in Toronto, was commenting on the lawsuit filed Monday by environmental groups in New Brunswick. 


It challenges a decision by federal Environment Minister John Baird to restrict the federal environmental assessment of the $7-billion refinery to the facility's wharf and equipment used to unload crude oil. 


The wider assessment of emissions, including of greenhouse gases, and air and water pollution will be done by provincial officials with federal input as needed. 


The suit, filed by the Conservation Council's Fundy Baykeeper and Friends of the Earth Canada, names Environment Canada, Transport Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, as well as Irving Oil Ltd. 


Those respondents have not formally replied to the lawsuit. 


Irving Oil spokespersons could not be reached for comment. 


The company has said the environmental review will be thorough, take 12 to 24 months and involve public consultation. 


In a statement last year, Kevin Scott, the company's director of refining growth, said Irving Oil will use "the best available proven environmental technology in the proposed second refinery, and we will work with regulatory agencies as this project moves through what we expect will be a very rigorous environmental approval process." 


Baird's spokesman has said the minister directed his officials to work closely with the province. 


Baird has also said there was no need for federal and provincial officials to duplicate their efforts. 


May rejects that argument as "bogus." 


In a full joint federal-provincial environmental review, she said, "there's no duplication. It's just a higher quality of review, with more detail and involvement." 


May said there's been a pattern, which goes back before the Harper government took office, of Ottawa's reducing the number of full federal reviews of major industrial projects. "We do need a full, joint federal-provincial review of a project of this scale," said May. 


The existing Irving Oil refinery, which has the same production capacity of 300,000 barrels a day as the proposed refinery, generates roughly three million tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions a year. 


Under the environmental review legislation in most provinces, there isn't the same opportunity for public participation as in the federal system, or public funding for interveners to do the kind of research that's required, said May. Often, technical experts or lawyers are needed to counter or at least fully examine the assertions of the project proponents and their hired experts, she said. 


Other than Ontario, she said, none of the provinces have a process that provides for a full, comprehensive review. 


Baird has restricted federal involvement in environmental reviews for two other proposed refineries, in Newfoundland and Sarnia, Ont. 
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Battling a Nasty Green Invader From the Deep 


LISA W. FODERARO, New York Times


June 12, 2007


SCHROON, N.Y. — Nosing into a shallow bay on Schroon Lake, Steve LaMere peered over the side of his pontoon boat. He was on an unusual reconnaissance mission, looking for signs of an aggressive aquatic invader, a stringy herb from Eurasia that once adorned American aquariums but has no business here in the Adirondacks — or anywhere in North America. 


“I’m a fifth-generation Adirondacker, and I take this stuff personally,” said Mr. LaMere, a certified lake manager and ecologist who is on the front lines of the fight against invasive species. “The Adirondack Park is where I’ve drawn my line in the sand. There’s no reason we can’t get it under control.”


The plant he was after, Eurasian watermilfoil, is not new. First found in the United States in the 1940s in a pond in Washington, D.C., it has since spread to almost every corner of the country, endangering swimmers, boaters and other aquatic plants. Since the 1970s, its growth — along with that of many other invasive plants and animals — has exploded. 


Like other invasive species, Eurasian watermilfoil is spread from continent to continent by ballast water from ships, and locally by recreational boaters and fishermen who unwittingly introduce plant fragments to clean lakes from infested ones. Until recently, it was an infrequent sight in the Adirondack Park in upstate New York, where many of the more than 3,000 mountain lakes and ponds are relatively inaccessible.


But as the park’s popularity has risen, so has the presence of Eurasian watermilfoil. By far the most widespread of a half-dozen nonnative aquatic plants in the park, Eurasian watermilfoil is now in more than 45 Adirondack lakes, including giants like Lake George and Saranac Lake. It threatens their biodiversity by muscling out native plants and can grow so thick that it becomes entangled in boat propellers and the limbs of swimmers.


While some places greet invasive species with a defeatist shrug, the Adirondacks is girding for war. In the past few years, the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program, which is a partner of the Adirondack chapter of the Nature Conservancy, has trained about 230 residents in the detection of aquatic invaders. 


“We tried to recruit anyone who valued the water of the Adirondacks, whether shore owners or paddlers,” said Hilary Oles, the coordinator of the program.


Several lakes, including Schroon, have begun educational programs aimed at prevention, stationing volunteers at boat launches. Along with posted signs, the volunteers urge boaters to remove watermilfoil from their boats, as well as zebra mussels — another nonnative scourge. 


Hundreds of thousands of dollars are spent each year to remove watermilfoil. In July and August, teams of scuba divers descend to hand-harvest plants, which can grow up to 15 feet tall. Where the watermilfoil is too dense for that approach (scientists have found as many as 300 stems per square meter), divers fasten huge sheets of plastic, called benthic barriers, to the lake bottom to blot out the sun.


Another method, known as biocontrol, uses nature — in the form of insects and fish — to fight nature. At Augur Lake, where Mr. LaMere was hired to combat its Eurasian watermilfoil infestation, hundreds of sterile grass carp were released several years ago to eat the plants. For now, the watermilfoil, which had cloaked 10 percent of the lake, is still there, but is less of a nuisance.


“We realized that benthic barriers weren’t realistic,” Mr. LaMere said. “Grass carp love to eat aquatic vegetation. The only Catch-22 is they prefer our succulent native vegetation over fibrous exotics. So you run the risk of denuding the bottom of the lake.”


There are also chemical weapons, but so far the Adirondack Park Agency, which regulates all land use in the six-million-acre park, has not permitted their use against watermilfoil.


The assault on Eurasian watermilfoil, as well as other invasive aquatic plants like curly leaf pondweed and purple loosestrife, comes as New York State is devoting new resources to the problem. In 2005, an Invasive Species Task Force appointed by former Gov. George E. Pataki issued a 146-page report, with a dozen recommendations and a call for the state to budget from $5 million to $10 million annually to address the issue.


The task force was led by two state agencies, the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Department of Agriculture and Markets. It also included representatives from 14 agencies and organizations, including the state’s Department of Transportation, Cornell University, the Nature Conservancy and the New York State Nursery and Landscape Association.


With its many airports, shipping ports and canals, New York has long been a gateway for invasive species. The report noted that while about a third of the state’s plants are not native, only a portion of those — perhaps 10 to 15 percent — are considered invasive, in that they are harmful to the economy, the environment or human health.


To illustrate how quickly invasive species spread, the report said that since the task force convened in 2004, at least six new ones have arrived in the state. They include the European crane fly and Brazilian elodea, a popular aquarium plant discovered last year. 


Steve Sanford, chief of the Department of Environmental Conservation’s Bureau of Habitat, said that $5 million was allocated in the current budget to prevent and manage invasive species. Some of that money will help carry out one of the task force’s main recommendations, the creation of eight regional partnerships with nonprofit groups around the state. 


One is the Adirondack Park Invasive Plant Program, which Mr. Sanford called a model for thwarting nuisance species in the park. “From an ecological perspective, the Adirondacks are much less invaded than the rest of the state,” Mr. Sanford said. “You haven’t had a whole lot of agriculture or manipulation of the land.” 


The task force also gave a boost to a fledgling grant program in which the Department of Environmental Conservation shares the costs of eradicating invasive plants and animals with nonprofit groups and local governments. Last year, the Town of Schroon was awarded $26,000 to tackle Eurasian watermilfoil and curly-leaf pondweed over three years.


But the state is looking to the federal government for a more aggressive response to invasive species, Mr. Sanford said, “something comparable to the Clean Water Act.”


For now, the state funds are allowing lake managers to broaden the scope of their work. In Lake George, where the watermilfoil was discovered in 1985, scientists have identified 157 infested sites. All but 30 of those are largely free of the plant, the result of years of relentless hand-harvesting and the use of barriers.


Of those 30 sites, however, 17 have severe infestations, and because of the limited financing until now, the Lake George Park Commission, which oversees management of invasive species in the lake, has been able to address only a small fraction of them.


Michael P. White, the commission’s executive director, said the additional state money would mean more divers this summer. “We have two locations we have been working with the benthic mats where we’ll return, and we’ll add four more locations,” he said. “The state funding will allow us to expand our operations more on a scale that’s appropriate to the challenge.” 


While some lakes in New York are choked with Eurasian watermilfoil, the early efforts on Lake George paid off. Of 1,800 acres of lake bottom where watermilfoil could conceivably take root (generally the shallower fringes), only about 10 to 12 acres have dense growth. 


“Lake George has one of the most incredible assemblages of native plants, with more than 50 species of aquatic plants,” Mr. White said. “It’s a genuine environmental catastrophe to see these plant communities being ravaged.”


Once it establishes itself, Eurasian watermilfoil, which spreads when fragments of the plant break off and take root, is almost impossible to wipe out. “It becomes a maintenance effort,” said Lawrence Eichler, a research scientist with the Darrin Fresh Water Institute in Bolton Landing. on Lake George. “It really is underwater gardening.”


Some Adirondackers, like Helen D. Wildman, president of the Paradox Lake Association, harbor no illusions that pristine lakes will stay that way. “People say with great confidence that Paradox Lake will never have any milfoil,” she said. “But it will if we let our guard down.”
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Report: Oxygen-depleted 'dead zone' growing in Gulf


CNN.com, July 17, 2007


NEW ORLE ANS, Louisiana (AP) -- Researchers predict that the recurring oxygen-depleted "dead zone" off the Louisiana coast will grow this summer to 8,543 square miles -- its largest in at least 22 years.


The forecast, released Monday by the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, is based on a federal estimate of nitrogen from the Mississippi River watershed to the Gulf of Mexico. It discounts the effect storms might have.


The "dead zone" in the northern Gulf, at the end of the Mississippi River system, is one of the largest areas of oxygen-depleted coastal waters in the world. Low oxygen, or hypoxia, can be caused by pollution from farm fertilizer, soil erosion and discharge from sewage treatment plants, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.


The pollution is carried downstream by the Mississippi and comes from throughout the United States.


Excess nutrients can spur the growth of algae, and when the algae die, their decay consumes oxygen faster than it can be brought down from the surface. As a result, fish, shrimp and crabs can be forced to move or die, the consortium Web site says.


Eugene Turner, a professor of oceanography and coastal sciences at Louisiana State University who is involved with the report, said it's tough to determine whether fish are dying because of hypoxia or other factors, such as climatic effects.


However, "we really don't want to mess with this, to make it worse," he said.


The dead zone usually begins forming in the spring and stays through summer and into the fall. Though the size of the dead zone has shrunk some years, on average it has steadily grown larger, Turner said.


If the prediction stands, it would be the largest dead zone measured since mapping began in 1985, the report says. The consortium has scheduled an assessment of the dead zone for summer's end.
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Oilsands panel ignored concerns, court told 

BOB WEBER, Canadian Press


January 16, 2008 


EDMONTON — A panel violated federal laws and glossed over concerns about mine tailings and over-development when it recommended regulatory approval for a $7-billion oilsands project, a lawyer for an environmental coalition argued Tuesday. 


The panel assessing the impacts of Imperial Oil’s Kearl proposal knew plans to deal with mine tailings were unproven. It also had concerns about attempts to assess how much development the oilsands region in northern Alberta could take, said Sean Nixon, lawyer for Ecojustice. 


But it still decided to advise the federal government that the project posed no significant effects that couldn’t be fixed. 


"The panel itself clearly found that various mitigation measures were not feasible but proceeded to rely on these non-feasible measures," Nixon told Justice Daniele Tremblay-Lamer in Federal Court. 


The project was approved last spring under provincial and federal legislation based on the joint panel’s recommendation. The current lawsuit is challenging only the federal portion of that approval. It wants the project stopped until questions about the environmental assessment can be answered. 


The project, expected to produce up to 300,000 barrels of synthetic crude oil a day, would eventually strip mine about 200 square kilometres of boreal forest and wetlands north of Fort McMurray, Alta. 


In opening arguments Tuesday, Nixon pointed to questions regarding Imperial’s plans for mine tailings and land reclamation. 


The company said it would reclaim tailings ponds by pouring clean water on top of them and letting the tailings settle out, said Nixon. 


The technology has been used before — and has been approved for other oilsands projects scheduled for construction — but never on this scale, Nixon told court. 
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Court nixes drilling 

9th Circuit order kills Beaufort drilling this year, Shell reviewing options 


Alan Bailey, Petroleum News


August 17, 2007 


Shell has crossed several major hurdles in its attempt to start an exploration drilling program in the Beaufort Sea during the 2007 open water season. But the latest obstacle, an Aug. 15 court order from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit, may well prove to be a showstopper — the court has extended a stay on Shell’s Beaufort Sea activities until the court has ruled on an appeal by the North Slope Borough and the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission against the U.S. Minerals Management Service’s approval of Shell’s Beaufort Sea exploration plan. MMS gave provisional approval of the plan in February. 


Shell has been assembling a fleet of vessels, including the drillships Kulluk and Frontier Discoverer, to drill three wells in its Sivulliq prospect on the western side of Camden Bay. 


Revised schedule 


As part of its Aug. 15 order, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals issued a revised schedule for the appeal case. That schedule says that opening briefs are due on Sept. 5, respondent’s answering brief is due Oct. 5, respondent-intervener’s brief is due Oct. 16 and petitioner’s optional brief is due Nov. 5. The court will “calendar this case with the first available panel during the week of Dec. 3, 2007, through Dec. 7, 2007,” the order says. 


The drilling schedule in Shell’s exploration plan envisages Beaufort Sea drilling activities ending by early December, by which time winter ice will likely cover the ocean. So, the new schedule for the court case would seem to nix the possibility of Shell doing any drilling in 2007. The company had planned to start drilling in August. 


Two other appeals against MMS approval of the Shell exploration plan are also progressing through the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals on the same schedule. One of those other appeals is from the Alaska Wilderness League, the Natural Resource Defense Council and the Pacific Environment and Resources Center. The other appeal is from Resisting Environmental Destruction on Indigenous Lands, the Center for Biological Diversity and the Sierra Club. 


These environmental groups say that noise and the potential for oil spills from offshore drilling would threaten various marine animals. Earth Justice, a legal firm representing several of the groups, expressed satisfaction with the court’s decision. 


“We’re pleased that the court is stopping these harmful activities,” Earth Justice attorney Deirdre McDonnel told Petroleum News Aug. 15. 


But Shell is still assessing its options. 


“The court has ruled and Shell will abide by the ruling,” Shell spokesman Curtis Smith told Petroleum News Aug. 15. “We will continue to comply with the court order and continue our engagement with the North Slope communities. We are still reviewing all implications of the decision for this year’s exploration plan.” 


Meantime, Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin has expressed her concern at the court decision. 


“I am very disappointed in the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling blocking Shell Oil Company from drilling in the Beaufort Sea,” Palin said Aug. 15. “This is the second development project with costs exceeding $200 million to be blocked by an action by this court. Decisions such as these pose a threat to our economic future. Nevertheless, I remain committed to help responsible parties develop Alaska’s resources in a manner that protects our way of life.” 


NSB opposition 


The North Slope Borough has consistently opposed offshore development in the Beaufort and Chukchi seas because of the borough’s concerns about potential environmental impacts. Among other issues, no one has successfully demonstrated technologies for cleaning up an oil spill in Arctic waters, the borough has said in the past. 


Mayor Edward Itta of the borough has said that the borough wants to work with industry to find solutions to the borough’s concerns but that industry is trying to move too fast into offshore developments that could impact the Native way of life, including subsistence hunting. 


“We need you to understand that you cannot separate the ocean from us. … We are tied in intricately,” Itta has said. 


And, without tax jurisdiction over the Alaska outer continental shelf, the borough has also said that it sees OCS oil and gas development as likely to disrupt subsistence hunting activities without bringing significant benefits to the North Slope communities. 


Mitigation measures 


Shell has been communicating with North Slope communities and planning for the mitigation of impacts on the natural environment and subsistence hunting. 


In a February interview with Petroleum News, Rick Fox, Shell’s asset manager for Alaska, described some of the environmental mitigation measures that Shell plans in association with its Beaufort Sea activities. 


Those measures include the deployment of passive acoustic arrays at intervals out from the coast, the use of about 70 locally recruited marine mammal observers, use of aerial wildlife monitoring and the operation of communications centers, manned by local residents, in all North Slope villages. 


“The Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission and Shell and various other parties during the season will be talking every day,” Fox said. “… We’re committed to good communications and constant dialogue with the people representing the whaling captains and with the agencies. … We’ll be adjusting and adapting all the time. … If communications are there you can work through a lot.” 


And, although Shell has emphasized its oil spill and well blowout prevention measures, the company has commissioned a new oil spill response vessel to support its Beaufort Sea operations. According to the company’s oil discharge and prevention plan, the company’s Beaufort Sea spill response equipment inventory includes skimmers that Shell says are capable of removing oil from the sea in icy conditions. 


Conflict avoidance agreements 


On July 24, after months of negotiations, Shell signed a conflict avoidance agreement with the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission for the company’s 2007 open water exploration program. That agreement included a commitment by Shell to take measures to avoid disturbing the Cross Island hunt for humpback whales near the drilling area. Under the agreement, Shell would only move one of its drill ships, the Frontier Discoverer, into the Sivulliq area prior to the Cross Island hunt. The Frontier Discover would cease drilling operations on Aug. 25, move out of the Sivulliq area within two days and return with the Kulluk drill ship after the end of the hunt, to continue the drilling program. 


Hard on the heels of the signing of the conflict avoidance agreement came a final determination by Tom Irwin, commissioner of the Alaska Department of Natural Resources, that Shell’s Beaufort Sea exploration plan was consistent with the Alaska Coastal Management Plan. The North Slope Borough had challenged an initial consistency determination by Alaska’s Permitting.html'>Office of Project Management and Permitting. 


But there’s no word yet on the outcome of an appeal by the North Slope Borough and several environmental organizations to the Environmental Appeals Board against Shell’s air quality permits, issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for the Beaufort Sea drilling. 


And neither the National Marine Fisheries Service nor the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service have yet issued authorizations to Shell for the accidental disturbance of marine mammals in the company’s Beaufort Sea program. 
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Russia rejects report of Arctic nuclear waste risk 

Reuters – June 1, 2007 


Russian nuclear authority Rosatom rejected a report by Norwegian environmental group Bellona that tanks of spent nuclear fuel in Russia's Arctic were leaking and risked setting off an uncontrolled chain reaction. 


Bellona, a whistleblower on Soviet and Russian nuclear dumping activities, quoted a Rosatom publication as saying that degradation of cement that encases nuclear waste tanks on the Kola peninsula has already allowed salt water to seep in. 


It said the salt water was mixing with radioactive rods in tanks at the Andreeva Bay facility, and could set off a chain reaction whose fall-out could spread across northern Europe in a worst-case scenario. 


"I can state officially that there have been no situations which might threaten the environment," a Rosatom official told Reuters on Friday. 


Nils Boehmer, an atomic physicist and head of Bellona's Russian section, said the report in Rosatom's Atomnaya Energiya publication warned that salt water was causing uranium particles to fall off rods and settle on the bottom of tanks. 


The concentration of such particles was not known, he said, but according to the Rosatom report if it topped 5-10 percent, it could trigger an uncontrolled chain reaction. 


"This could lead to the release of a lot of energy over a short amount of time and contaminate a 10-kilometre radius around the facility," Boehmer told Reuters. 


Danger would grow exponentially if reactions spread from one tank to another within the site -- the largest for radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel from Russia's Northern Fleet. 


"In such a case, the radioactive fallout could be higher and affect northern Europe to a greater degree than the region was hit by the Chernobyl disaster," Boehmer said. 


Leaks from Andreeva Bay facilities have already led to radioactive contamination of the nearby fjord, Ballona said. 


"We know how big the powder keg is, but we don't know how long the burning fuse is," Bellona's Alexander Nikitin, a former Russian navy engineer jailed in the 1990s for exposing Russian nuclear waste practices, told Norwegian daily Aftenposten. 


Bellona called on Norway and other countries to push Russia to resolve the problem. The Nordics have already pumped millions of dollars to help improve safety of Russian nuclear power plants in the wake of the Chernobyl melt-down in 1986. 
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For One Business, Polluted Clouds Have Silvery Linings 


By ANDREW E. KRAMER, NYT

Published: July 12, 2007


NORILSK, Russia — A former Siberian gulag with a population of about 210,000, this decrepit city has some of the worst air quality in the world. It is surrounded by dead trees, as far as the eye can see, poisoned by acid rain. 


But to Vladimir M. Stratyev, the eye-stinging haze is an unalloyed blessing, for Mr. Stratyev is, in effect, a miner of air pollution. For him the smog of Norilsk is a mother lode.


The smelters here produce one-fifth of all the world’s nickel, a key alloy of stainless steel, while emitting 1.9 million tons of sulfur dioxide a year, more than the entire country of France. They also spew out 10,800 tons of heavy metal particulates. 


For 50 years, a fine, black dust of heavy metals has fallen on the city, mostly nickel but some copper and cobalt as well. In the spring thaw, this soot runs into ponds and streams, where it settles on the bottom into strata that have built up in places three to five feet thick.


Spotting a business opportunity, factory officials have brought in a contractor, Poligon, to extract the metals from one of these deposits, known euphemistically as “technogenic sources of ore.” 


Mr. Stratyev, the supervisor of a mining crew, uses a dredge and bulldozer to scoop up the black sludge, rich in nickel that once fell from the sky. He gathers it in mighty piles from a large pond that lies directly downwind from the smelters and returns it to the factory from which it came. 


“They should put a monument up to us,” Mr. Stratyev said, standing in front of the dredge he just used to mine air pollution from the bottom of a pond. “We’re solving an ecological problem.”


At the factory, the sludge is hauled to the metal smelters, mixed with ore and refined into pure nickel and other metals, including platinum and palladium. Most nickel is sold to steelmakers, who use it to create the low-sheen metallic finishes so popular now in upscale kitchen appliances. Palladium, paradoxically, is primarily used in catalytic converters, to reduce air pollution from automotive exhaust. 


While raw nickel oxides and salts are carcinogenic, they are also valuable. The price of nickel on the London Metal Exchange is about $36,900 a ton.


Over the years, the smelters here spewed out thousands of tons of nickel dust — 1,280 in 1995, a typical year — before new owners introduced some controls that lowered the figure to 800 tons. But even that reduced amount is worth about $30 million at today’s prices. 


The factory plans a new, multibillion-dollar effort to bring emissions into compliance with Russian standards by 2015, Yevgeny V. Romanov, a deputy director of the factory, said in an interview.


In the meantime, pollution permeates most aspects of life here in a city singled out by the Blacksmith Institute in New York, an environmental group, as one of the 10 most polluted places on earth.


At one factory, street sweepers scour the parking lot and then empty the dust back into the smelters. Urban legend has it that drunks, rather than collecting bottles for money, put buckets out to collect rainwater, then boil off the water and sell the residue to the factory. Factory officials said that nothing of the sort took place.


A study by the Oslo-based Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Program, considered the foremost authority on pollution in Russia’s Arctic, found that the local population suffered from a number of environmental maladies, including elevated rates of lung cancer, allergies and a skin lesion called “nickel eczema.” High levels of nickel were found in children’s urine.


Yet the long-term health effects remain something of a mystery because the Russian authorities have never allowed a detailed analysis, according to the Norwegian study, a legacy of the Soviet secrecy about environmental health risks.


In another problem for a town that has many, pollutants are lowering the freezing point of groundwater, much the way salt scattered on a roadway prevents the formation of ice, said Ali G. Kerimov, a member of the Norilsk City Council.


That is particularly unfortunate here, because the city is built on permafrost, and as foundations once anchored in solid ice shift and crack, buildings become uninhabitable. Mr. Kerimov said 70 out of 1,000 buildings in Norilsk had been forcibly abandoned. 


In the surrounding countryside, sulfur dioxide emissions have killed 1.2 million acres of forest, a little less than twice the land area of Rhode Island. On a recent car trip through this otherworldly zone of mud and dead tree trunks, draped in an eerie mist of sulfur dioxide, passengers reflexively rolled up the windows while gaping in wonder at the destruction.


The pollution mining began five years ago, according to Aleksandr I. Korolev, a deputy chief engineer at the factory. “It’s a year-round operation,” Mr. Korolev said of the work, which has accelerated recently because of high metals prices. “The pond does not freeze,” he said, because of the chemicals and the inflow of warm effluent from the factory.


Children take refreshing dips in the pond on hot summer days, Mr. Stratyev said, despite his best efforts to shoo them away. “I tell them, ‘You can’t swim here, this is a heavy metal pond.’ ” Four years ago, a boy drowned; it took the authorities days to find his body in the sludge. 


Mr. Stratyev said he knew “many” places in town where he might work such rich veins of pollution. “And when I die,” he said, “they’ll probably put me in the smelter and melt me down, too.”


Joshua Yaffa contributed reporting from Moscow.
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Draft impact statement filed for Bathurst port, road proposal 

Inuit-backed proposal a 'big step' for Inuit, review board head says 


January 15, 2008


CBC News


Proponents of the Bathurst Inlet port and road proposal say they've made a big step forward in the project, by submitting a draft environmental impact statement to the Nunavut Impact Review Board. 


All 5,000 pages and 10 binders of the impact statement from the Kitikmeot Corp. and Nuna Logistics, which are jointly proposing the port and road project, arrived at the review board's offices in Cambridge Bay earlier this month. 


It was a long time coming: the proponents have had the review board's guidelines for drafting the statement since 2004. 


"Well, I'm pleased that it got done," Bob Gilroy, who is managing the proposal for the Kitikmeot Corp. and Nuna Logistics, told CBC News. 


"I would have liked to have seen it completed more quickly, but it just took what it took." 


Gilroy said obtaining funding and accurate maps of the ocean floor slowed down progress in drafting the environmental impact statement. 


The $270-million proposed project would bring fuel and supplies from a deep sea port at the bottom of Bathurst Inlet in Nunavut, along a 211-kilometre road southwest to diamond mines in the Contwoyto Lake area of the Northwest Territories. 


The proponents hope the road and port will allow for more supplies to be shipped year-round to the diamond mines, as well as open up opportunities for mineral development in Nunavut's west Kitikmeot region. 


If it gets all the necessary approvals, the road and port would employ 260 people during construction and 57 people in its operation. Construction could begin as early as next year. 


"It's a bit historic, actually. I think it's really quite a big deal, not only for the Kitikmeot region and for the Inuit, but I think it's quite a big deal for Canada," Gilroy said. 


The review board is currently looking at the draft statement to see if it comforms with the guidelines, executive director Stephanie Autut said. 


She added that this is the first Inuit-based major project that the board is considering. Both the Kitikmeot Corp. and Nuna Logistics are Inuit-owned organizations.


"I think it's a big step for the Inuit of the region," Autut said. "It shows their interest in development and wanting to ensure that proper infrastructure is in place to allow that development to occur." 
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Proponents revive proposal for Bathurst port, road


CBC News – May 15, 2007


The Bathurst Inlet port and road proposal, which has been dormant for the past two years, was raised again by proponents on Monday night at an open house in Yellowknife.


The $237-million proposed project would bring fuel and supplies south to the Lac de Gras diamond mines, in the Northwest Territories about 300 kilometres northeast of Yellowknife, from a deep sea port at bottom of Bathurst Inlet in Nunavut — thus hopefully addressing a winter resupply crunch that is looming for the mines.


Tom Hoefer, the manager of external and internal affairs with the Diavik diamond mine, said the mines will be demanding more fuel and material than ever before in the next five years.


New mines are cropping up and existing mines are going underground, which uses up more fuel and huge volumes of cement.


Hoefer said the existing winter road is not adequate to keep the mines supplied.


"Take a warm winter, and the expectation of 14,000 loads — we'll never do it. As a matter of fact, it's doubtful that we can get 14,000 loads on that road even with a good winter like this one," Hoefer said.


"So we've got an inability now to get all the loads up with the infrastructure we have, so we're looking at options."


Hoefer said the port is one of three options the mines are considering, along with looking at the viability of an overland route along the southern section of the winter road to the mines.


The mines are also considering a project the territorial government is promoting: using hydro power.
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Alberta plans firewall to halt pine beetles


JUSTINE HUNTER, Globe and Mail 


September 19, 2007 


VICTORIA — While Alberta prepares to torch a large swath of forest including part of Banff National Park in the coming week to fend off an invasion by the mountain pine beetle, British Columbia is left to hope a new generation of trees will take off under the canopy of its vast dead woods.


Responding to a new report this week that shows the tiny pine beetle has wiped out 40 per cent of B.C.'s current stock of pine trees – a total of 12 per cent of all of B.C.'s saleable timber – B.C.'s Forest Minister said Tuesday that the devastation does have a silver lining: There's more water for surviving trees to grow quickly.


The lessons learned by B.C.'s massive losses are behind Alberta's aggressive campaign to destroy even healthy stands of woods in an effort to control the invasion from across the Rockies.


It is far too late to try to contain the epidemic west of the Rockies, B.C. Forests Minister Rich Coleman said in an interview, so his focus has shifted to developing new uses for dead wood that is rotting far faster than expected. 


But he said an unexpected trend has emerged that could help B.C.'s forest industry in the long term.


“The understorey is growing faster than it ever has in history because the big trees that used the water are all dead, so the water table is higher than expected,” Mr. Coleman said. “That's what's going to be the [sustainable harvest] for us in the next couple of generations.”


By contrast, in Alberta, the focus is still on containment. Weather permitting, fire crews will start a series of controlled burns this weekend in an area just 25 kilometres southeast of Banff Springs – close enough for visitors to the popular tourist town to smell the smoke.


The goal is to torch 1,300 hectares of pine forest, including 863 hectares in Banff National Park's Spray Valley.


A spokesman for the park's fire management branch, Sean Nardella, said the area has been untouched by fire for almost 100 years, so the old stands of pine present an attractive target for the voracious beetles.


“There are a few provincial hiking trails up there, but it's a short-term inconvenience compared to the long-term gain in terms of fire safety and pine beetle containment,” he said.


The timber supply update released Monday by B.C.'s chief forester concludes that the epidemic has peaked in the province, but it is expected to continue to spread until 78 per cent of B.C.'s pine is dead by 2015.


The epidemic is believed to have started in Tweedsmuir Provincial Park near Vanderhoof, in B.C.'s central interior, in 1999. Since then, the infestation has killed tracts of timberland so large they can be seen from space.


In response to the infestation, which has spread at unprecedented levels, the chief forester increased the annual allowable cut. But forest companies couldn't cut the wood fast enough to stop the beetles' spread.


Mr. Coleman said the solution for B.C. now lies in new industries that will use the dead wood.


“We have to create parallel industry in British Columbia for forestry and that's going to be pellets and that's going to be bioenergy, where we'll take this dead wood and turn it into electricity.”


He said B.C. plans to create special tenures for companies committed to taking timber to produce pellets that can be used to fuel power plants.


At the epicentre of the infestation, in the forests surrounding Vanderhoof, Alberta officials have come to learn from B.C.'s response.


“It was a war,” said Stuart Sinclair, president of Vanderhoof's Chamber of Commerce, describing the local fight with the beetle.


“What we have learned here is, it is just not possible to control the spread by harvesting the trees attacked by the mountain pine beetle,” Mr. Sinclair said.
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Bears, leopards benefit from Kashmir revolt [image: image1.png]
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SHEIKH MUSHTAQ, Reuters 


July 24, 2007 


SRINAGAR, India — The number of endangered Asiatic black bears in Indian Kashmir has jumped between 30 and 60 per cent because a separatist revolt that has killed thousands of people since 1989 has scared off poachers, wildlife officials said.


An increased security presence in Himalayan forests to root out separatist militants, as well as a ban on hunting, has helped curb poaching and allowed the population of bears to increase from between 800 to 900 animals in 1990.


Officials say poachers – who hunt the mammals for their fur, paws for food and gall bladder for traditional Oriental medicine – have stayed away from the pine and conifer forests lest they get caught up in the insurgency.


"For fear of being caught by security forces, militants or in an exchange of fire between the two, no one dares to go deep into forests since the militancy started," said Abdul Rauf Zargar, Kashmir's wildlife warden.


More than 42,000 people have been killed in Kashmir since a revolt against New Delhi's rule over the region began almost 18 years ago, according to officials. Human rights activists put the death toll at 60,000.


The threatened black bear inhabits hilly and mountainous forests across Asia from Afghanistan to Taiwan.


It is a protected species and remains listed as vulnerable by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN).


Leopards – also an endangered species in India – have similarly increased, the officials said, although they did not give details.


"Besides frequent sightings of leopards and bears, the attacks by these wild animals on people have registered a sharp increase in past several years," said Zargar.


More than 15 people have been killed this year by bears and leopards, and scores of others have been injured.


Some conservationists say an army fence along India's disputed border with Pakistan, designed to keep out militants, is curbing the movement of bears and leopards which are now wandering into villages and attacking people. 
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Teck pollution lawsuit 'two-edged sword'


Case could make it easier for U.S. environmentalists to sue other Canadian companies, legal experts say 


CRAIG WONG, Canadian Press


December 30, 2007 at 11:37 PM EST


VANCOUVER — The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to decide this week if it wants to hear the case of a pollution lawsuit against Teck Cominco Ltd., a case legal experts say could make it easier for U.S. environmentalists to sue other Canadian companies.


“It could change the way Canada and the U.S. solve transboundary problems. Normally, they've always been dealt with on a diplomatic government-to-government level,” said Austen Parrish, a professor at Southwestern Law School in Los Angeles who has followed the case.


Mr. Parrish said that if the case is allowed to stand, it could mean interest groups would be left to battle out cross-border pollution cases and allow the courts to decide the issues.


Vancouver-based Teck wants the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn a decision to allow a lawsuit filed by Joseph Pakootas and Donald Michel of the Colville tribe in the State of Washington. 


They have accused Teck of dumping millions of tonnes of heavy metals into the river from its lead and zinc smelter in Trail, B.C., for nearly 90 years, and allowing it to flow into the United States.


The lawsuit filed in 2004 was the first instance of Americans suing a Canadian company under the U.S. Superfund law.


Teck has argued the U.S. law cannot be applied to a Canadian company for something it did in Canada.


In 2006, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency withdrew a 2003 order to pay for studies on pollution from the giant lead-zinc smelter as part of a voluntary settlement with Teck. 


The company agreed to pay about $20-million for the study.


However, the Pakootas case has continued.


Mr. Parrish said it will take four of the nine Supreme Court Justices to want to hear the case for the top court to take it on.


“Certainly there are a lot of people in Canada who would like the United States Supreme Court to hear this case and hopefully reaffirm the values of comity and the needs to take into account Canadian interests when deciding an American lawsuit, he said.


Several U.S. organizations, including the National Mining Association and the National Association of Manufacturers, have filed briefs with the U.S. Supreme court supporting Teck's request for a hearing.


Shi-Ling Hsu, director of the Centre for Global Environmental and Natural Resource Law at the University of British Columbia, suggested that if the case against Teck is allowed, it could mean Canadians could sue U.S. companies in Canada for pollution created in the United States.


“American commerce is very nervous about the legal developments,” he said. “It is very much a two-edged sword.”


However, Michael Robinson-Dorn, director of the environmental law clinic at the University of Washington, said allowing the case to go ahead could help the environment.


“I think where the goals are similar in both countries, and one nation has allowed its industry to put the cost of pollution on the other then why is that a bad thing to allow the other sovereign to require that company to pay for that cost as long as it does the same for its own,” Mr. Robinson-Dorn said.


The Supreme Court of Canada has already decided it will hear a case between Teck and its insurance companies related to the U.S. lawsuit.


Teck's insurance companies want to be able to not have to defend or indemnify the company in connection with the environmental damage claims.


The miner sought to stay those proceedings based on the fact that related cases were already under way in the United States, however the court denied the motion, a decision upheld by the B.C. Court of Appeal.
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Dark future for Sask. 

Tom McMillan, Leader Post


June 2, 2007 

A dried-out province plagued by droughts and rapid floods. That is what lies ahead for Saskatchewan unless action is taken against climate change, said experts at an environmental conference held in Regina on Friday. The speakers painted a dark picture of Saskatchewan's future just as Premier Lorne Calvert promised that help is on the way. 


More than 150 students, researchers and industry leaders attended the Premier's Forum on Climate Change and Adaptation, held at the Conexus Art Centre. The conference invited experts from across Canada to discuss how global warming will affect Saskatchewan and steps the province can take to prevent it. 


"This conference is very important," said Environment Minister John Nilson. "It gathers a wide range of groups and continues our education about what climate change really means to Saskatchewan." 


Saskatchewan currently contributes about 10 per cent of Canada's greenhouse gas emissions, said Glen Murray, chairman of the National Round Table on the Environment and the Economy. That total may seem small, Murray said, but emissions have risen by 62 per cent since 1990 and will continue to rise. 


Rising temperatures from greenhouse gas emissions will make Saskatchewan increasingly dry, said Dave Sauchyn, research co-ordinator with the Prairie Adaptation Research Collaborative. 


Snowfall will decrease and summer will grow longer over the next few decades, Sauchyn said, sucking the moisture from the ground. 


Decreased moisture is already a problem on the prairies. In 2001 and 2002, $2.42 billion was lost in crop production in Saskatchewan from insufficient rain, Sauchyn said. 


Saskatchewan's weather will also grow increasingly extreme. Global warming will amplify existing trends, he said, meaning, "both droughts and unusually wet years should occur with greater frequency and severity." 


Experts at Friday's conference offered a number of ways to help address global warming. Rick Hyndman, policy adviser for the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, urged taxing carbon emissions. Placing compliance costs on gas emissions will force immediate change in industry and help fund future research, Hyndman said. 


Murray offered a more long-term approach, arguing Saskatchewan must change its energy usage and consumption. Improving energy efficiency, dramatically reducing carbon output in the oil sector, and cleaner electricity production would reduce emissions by more than 60 per cent, he said. 


"We are energy pigs," Murray explained. "It is harder for provinces like Saskatchewan to reduce emission levels because we rely on natural resources, but it can happen." 


Indeed, Sauchyn offered Regina as proof that change is possible. During the late 1980s, studies showed the city's water consumption was growing out of control. Regina initiated water conservation measures, he said, and water consumption soon fell by more than 25 per cent. Consumption has remained stable since. 


"It takes a bit of courage, a bit of leadership, but we'll be healthier because of it," Sauchyn said. 


Friday's conference with Calvert announcing a new provincial climate change plan will be released within two weeks. Calvert said the plan will include emission targets and focus on conservation, renewable energy sources, energy efficiency and utilizing Saskatchewan's agriculture and forest industries. 


With southern Saskatchewan suffering from drought and floods still plaguing northern areas, Calvert said global warming's impact and the need for action are clear. 


"When you can see it and feel it, the tangible outcome, it makes this work clearly much closer to our daily lives," he said. "We feel it, we see it." 
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Whooping cranes make a comeback 

Jason Unrau, Canadian Press


December 16, 2007 


YELLOWKNIFE – One of the most majestic and endangered birds on the continent appears to be making a slow flight to recovery, say experts who see whooping cranes returning to their Texas wintering grounds in record numbers this year. 


The cranes were on the verge of extinction in 1941 – a mere 15 birds could be accounted for. But last week Tom Stehn, whooping crane co-ordinator for the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, confirmed that 262 had arrived at the Aransas reserve on Texas's Gulf of Mexico coast and four more were in transit. 


"The comeback is what makes them really a symbol of conservation in North America," said Stehn. 


After centuries of being squeezed out of their habitats by expanding agriculture, collected as specimens by European travellers and eaten during the leaner times of colonial settlement, the near-mythical migratory birds appear now to have benefited from the concerted efforts of wildlife biologists and strict protective legislation. 


Since 1982, Stehn has been counting whooping cranes as they complete the 4,000-kilometre, four-to-six-week journey from their nesting grounds in the Northwest Territories, inside Wood Buffalo National Park. 


"Every whooping crane now came from the genetics of those 15 birds, and to be that close to extinction ... it's a tremendous success story," he said. "I'm probably so excited it makes it sound like we have a million of them, (but) there are only 266, so you don't have to be a biologist to know that they're still extremely endangered." 


Slowly increasing sea-levels and their impact on the cranes' blue-crab-rich marshland on the Gulf of Mexico are causing Stehn some new concern. 


"If the marshes start drying up in Wood Buffalo National Park from warmer temperatures, the crane could go downhill." 


Brian Johns, wildlife biologist and whooping crane co-ordinator with the Canadian Wildlife Service, monitors nesting habits and counts the nesting pairs and resulting offspring. Johns counted 73 pairs that produced 80 offspring this year. Of those, 40 survived until migration and 39 made it from Wood Buffalo park to Texas last week. 


Johns said that while the marshes where the cranes rear their young in Canada's largest national park have been under pressure from warmer springs and summers, the climate change may actually be helping the birds thrive, at least temporarily. 


"At hatching time is when a lot of young will die because of cool, wet weather during brooding time and the young can't keep warm on their own," Johns said. 


"Now this June we didn't have any cold or wet weather – that was a good thing. But you can only tolerate no rain for a certain length of time, then the wetlands start drying up and the whole area gets more accessible to predators like foxes and wolves." 


Back 150 years ago, the whoopers had more than just foxes and wolves to contend with. Settlers moving into the American Midwest transformed much of the wetlands to farmland. Cranes landing in a field to eat seeds often found themselves in a shooting gallery. It's believed the population was only around 1,300 even then – still considered endangered by today's standards. 


Johns estimates that at their height, whooping cranes numbered ``a highly optimistic 10,000." However, European curiosity-seekers chipped away at that over the centuries. 


"I've got a listing of whooping crane specimens all around the world and you wouldn't believe it – there's several hundred of them in museums in Europe alone," he said. 


While the species has been introduced in Florida and ultralite aircraft have been employed to "train" captive-bred whoopers to migrate, the one human intervention that has arguably had the real impact on the cranes' survival in the wild came courtesy of now-retired CWS biologist Ernie Kuyt. 


In 1965 he was assigned to take stock of the flock in Wood Buffalo park, and he developed a program of collecting eggs for zoos and other conservation purposes – some of them questionable by today's standards. 


However, removing the eggs led to something Kuyt feels had the most important impact on revival of the species. He learned, from a colleague studying sandhill cranes, how to determine if eggs were fertile. 


"It's a very simple technique of floating the eggs in lukewarm water during the third week of incubation," explained Kuyt, who won an Order of Canada citation for his work with cranes. "The fertile eggs hang suspended, and if you wait for a second you can actually see the egg move when the chick changes position." 


Most nests contain two eggs, and Kuyt found that sometimes both were infertile. 


"So we replaced them, and that ensured each of the incubating pairs had a live egg underneath them and that increased the hatching success in some years by as much as 15 per cent, which is an important increase in the possibility that greater number of birds would come out of the fall migration each year." 


The practice of removing eggs ended more than a decade ago, and Kuyt is pleased that the species is once again thriving. 


"The (wild) population is doing well and there's so many birds in captivity they are frittering around with, they don't need Wood Buffalo park anymore to supply eggs." 
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Alberta grizzlies barely surviving, census shows


There are so few grizzly bears living in the Foothills that researchers fear their future is in jeopardy 


GEOFF NIXON 


From Monday's Globe and Mail


June 11, 2007 at 4:14 AM EDT


A unique census of grizzly bears in the Foothills and lower slopes of the Rocky Mountains in southwestern Alberta has found that the population is now so small that some experts question whether they will still be there in 100 years.


The new report estimates the number of grizzly bears living west and south of Calgary and south of Banff National Park, inside an approximately 7,600-square-kilometre stretch of land, at fewer than 100.


The estimate - backed by research techniques involving inventive DNA sleuthing that employs razor wire and a mix of rancid cow blood and liquefied fish - is the latest chapter in the continuing debate over the stewardship of grizzly bears within the province. It is trying to decide how to account for the grizzlies, how to accommodate industries that disrupt their habitat and lives, and how to keep them alive well into the future.


Brian Horejsi, a Calgary-based researcher and bear expert who has been researching Alberta grizzlies since the early 1970s, said the latest population count suggests the southwestern population is potentially on the road to extinction. 


A new study of grizzly bears in the Foothills and lower slopes of the Rocky Mountains in southwestern Alberta has found that the population is now so small that some experts question whether they will still be there in 100 years. 


"We're talking about a very, very limited number of bears that are keeping this bear population alive this year," Mr. Horejsi told The Globe yesterday.


"When you have those minute numbers - and they are minute - a mortality here, a bear hit by a train, a bear shot illegally or accidentally by an elk hunter - you are dealing with an envelope that is very, very narrow." 


Starting in 2003, the province began looking at ways of maintaining its grizzly population, which also meant learning just how many there were throughout the province, in part because there were conflicting estimates of their numbers. Alberta also declared a three-year moratorium on grizzly hunting in March, 2006, in an effort to stave off any interference while it checked out the numbers. 


The final numbers and their related report were released to the public last week.


"We halted the grizzly bear hunt and we are doing this analysis basically, to establish, accurately, as accurate as we possibly can, how many grizzly bears are actually in Alberta," said Darcy Whiteside, a spokesman for the Ministry of Sustainable Resource Development. 


In order to get the numbers they needed, the researchers used a smelly treat - a two-to-one mixture of cow blood and fish - to lure the grizzlies. 


The bait was surrounded by a thin layer of barbed wire mounted about a half-metre off the ground. When interested bears went to check out the enticing scent, the wire would scrape a few hairs off the backs of their fur coats. And since the bears' individual hairs contain valuable DNA, the researchers could then collect the hairs and very accurately count the number of unique bears that had visited the site. 


Mr. Horejsi believes the numbers are accurate and has concluded that the southwestern population could potentially be gone in as soon as 50 to 100 years. He said that in typical bear populations, only about 15 per cent are capable of breeding in any particular year leaving very few bears available for reproducing in such a small population.


He also pointed out that while DNA testing can determine the number of bears, it cannot be used to find their age, meaning it is impossible to tell how big or small the local population of breeding-age grizzly bears may be.


Citing human interference and industrialization as the two big factors in holding back the grizzly population, Mr. Horejsi says he thinks protecting their wild habitat, perhaps reclaiming some human developments and maintaining the ban on hunting would be their best bet for survival.


"All of these things essentially are making what is fundamentally or innately good habitat, virtually insecure and unusable for bears and that is the crux of the matter," said Mr. Horejsi.


"It's a massive failure of management and worse yet, it's got the bears hanging on the edge of the rope."


Others agree that simply cutting back on hunting will not sufficiently improve the grizzly bears' survival prospects.


Bob Richards, a big-game outfitter who leads tours through parts of northwestern Alberta, said he thinks that despite the immediate effects of a moratorium on hunting, it is not a long-term solution for protecting the local population.


"The No. 1 impact to grizzly bear populations is [vehicle] access," said Mr. Richards, who lives in Airdrie, just north of Calgary. 


"I don't mind, from an outfitting perspective, if the government were to shut down all vehicle access, all motorized access and that would probably be the No. 1 benefit to the grizzly bear population."


"I don't think it's a good long-term management plan," said Mr. Richards, of the hunting ban that comes without any efforts to roll back human access to the bears. 


"I think it's more like a real quick Band-Aid, and everyone will feel comfortable with that, but, in the long-term, the grizzly bear population is still going to suffer."
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Law is 'a damn nuisance,' councillor says 


Matthew Grant, Whitehorse Daily Star


May 16, 2007


DAWSON CITY - The Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Act (YESAA) is inefficient, redundant and costing taxpayers money, say municipal officials. 


Speaking to delegates and Community Services Minister Glenn Hart at the Association of Yukon Communities' (AYC's) annual general meeting last Friday, Haines Junction council member Mike Crawshay said he finds YESAA to be a burden. 


"This is a damn nuisance. Is the YTG compiling a list of the frustrations and the instances they are encountering when they are dealing with YESAA?" 


Crawshay said his community recently received a letter from Environment officials reminding Haines Junction's council that the permit for the landfill will be up at the end of 2008. He said the letter informed them they would have to start getting their YESAA submission in order if they are to meet their government permitting deadlines. 


"It's incredible inefficient bureaucracy that this organization has created." 


Hart said last Friday he shares Crawshay's concerns and that the government will have a chance to look into YESAA once the legislation came up for review. 


"We as a government share your concern when it comes to YESAA. 


"We incur (difficulties) on a regular basis," he said. 


"In essence, I think we all share the view that YESAA presents some hurdles that we all have to take. 


"For example, projects are delayed because we don't get the reviews on time," Hart said. 


Speaking on the issue last Saturday morning, George Nassiopoulos, the mayor of Haines Junction, said he feels the new environmental legislation is causing costly delays. 


"It looks like there's a necessary entanglement in another process. 


"Is there not a quick way ... it costs quite a bit of money to get this information together, taxpayers' money," he said. 


YESAA replaced the Yukon Environmental Assessment Act and came into force in November 2005. 


Assessments under the act are administered by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board, which collects input from government, business and community stakeholders to make recommendations to the Yukon government. 


Under the act, assessors look at economic, health, lifestyle, cultural and heritage issues that could be affected by proposed development. 


Lindsay DeHart is with the Yukon government's development assessment branch. 


Speaking to AYC delegates last Saturday morning, DeHart said YESAA was designed to allow for arm's-length assessments. 


She said her office has heard similar concerns to Crawshay's but that those problems were a result of the legislation being so new. 


She said ongoing projects would have their assessments kept on file and would not have to reapply for an assessment once things such as dump permits had reached their expiry date. 


"YESSA has assessed 450 projects to date. 


"It's a new act and everybody's learning about it," she said. 


Two of the major assessments currently being done under YESSA legislation are the Carmacks to Stewart Crossing and Carmacks Copper transmission lines, she noted. 
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Mama Bear: No one's sleeping in my bed


Female animals are losing potential mates thanks to Nunavut's hunting policy, researchers say, warning of a major drop in birth rate 


KATHERINE O'NEILL, Globe and Mail


November 22, 2007 


EDMONTON — Rules that protect female polar bears from being overhunted could make it harder for them to find a mate and eventually lead to a dramatic decline of the iconic animals' population in Canada, according to new research.


A team of University of Alberta researchers issued the dire warning yesterday in a study published in the British-based Proceedings of the Royal Society journal.


"Males may eventually become depleted too far and run into trouble," said Peter Molnar, the study's lead author, in an interview. 


He added that breeding success drops quickly and sharply if a critical threshold in the male-to-female polar bear ratio is crossed.


The future of the polar bear is already the subject of a major debate, as many scientists argue that the massive predator is at risk, while Inuit elders vehemently disagree and say the hunt for them should go on uninterrupted.


Nunavut is home to a large number of the approximately 15,400 wild polar bears in Canada. 


About two-thirds of the world's 20,000 to 25,000 polar bears are located in the Canadian North, including all three territories as well as Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec and Labrador.


The Nunavut government sets a quota for how many polar bears can be killed each year. (Provinces and territories are responsible for deciding rules surrounding harvests. At least one, Manitoba, doesn't allow polar bear hunts.)


In Nunavut, each community receives a certain number of hunting permits from the territory, which are known as bear tags. A sex-selective harvest policy requires that more males (boars) than female (sows) be hunted.


Mr. Molnar said such policies have reduced the number of males relative to females. 


He estimated that about two-thirds of the bears hunted in the Canadian Arctic are males.


Using mathematical formulas and polar-bear population statistics provided by the Nunavut government for the Lancaster Sound area, the researchers constructed models that predicted how many males and females are needed to maintain successful mating.


He said that there is a concern that a lack of males might eventually lead to reduced fertilization rates and subsequent population decline, especially in places where fewer bears are travelling in a larger area.


The study, which was conducted in collaboration with a Nunavut government scientist, found that because polar bears are solitary, non-territorial animals, mating is already tricky because locating a partner can take time. Males normally find females by following their tracks in the snow.


Jim Noble, chief operating officer of the Nunavut Wildlife Management Board, said the study's findings aren't a surprise. 


"It's on the radar. We know it is a concern," he said. "We are trying to manage [the polar bear] as conservatively as we can, and yet enable the Inuit to use that resource."


The independent tribunal based in Iqaluit recommends wildlife management strategies and hunting quotas to the Nunavut government.


He said it's currently difficult for people to go against the territory's sex-selective harvesting policy because a community can lose a certain number of hunting permits if they overhunt females during a season.


Polar bears are not considered under imminent threat of extinction in much of the Canadian Arctic range, but wildlife experts in the United States and elsewhere are worried that climate change is starting to threaten population levels because of shrinking sea ice, so they want hunting reduced or banned. 


The U.S. government is even considering listing the polar bear under its Endangered Species Act, which would then effectively cripple the sports hunting industry in the Canadian North.


Craig Welsh, a spokesman for the Nunavut Department of Environment, said no government officials were available yesterday to comment on the new research.


However, he said the government is open to reviewing anything. 


"We gather every ounce of scientific information that we humanly can when we are putting together policy like this," Mr. Welsh said.


COLD, HARD FACTS

TEN KEY DETAILS

ABOUT POLAR BEARS

1 The male weighs 410 to 720 kilograms and is almost twice the size of the female. Males grow about 2.2 to 2.5 metres tall.


2 With a 10-centimetre layer of blubber under the skin, they are better-adapted to cold weather than warm, and quickly overheat when running.


3 DNA analysis has confirmed that a bear shot by a U.S. hunter in the Canadian Arctic last year was a half-polar bear, half-grizzly hybrid.


4 They are the world's largest land carnivores and have no natural predators. Most of their deaths are from human hunters.


5 During severe Arctic storms, a bear will dig out shelter in a snow bank and curl up in a ball.


6 An adult bear can consume as much as 45 kg of blubber in one meal.


7 They are excellent swimmers and supplement their regular diet of seal with the odd beluga whale.


8 In the wild, females can live as long as 32 years, and the oldest known male was 28. In captivity several polar bears have reached the age of 35.


9 Polar bears do not hibernate. Pregnant females only hole up in a snowbank den in winter for shelter, to give birth and nurse the cubs.


10 Biologists estimate there are 20,000 to 25,000 bears living in the circumpolar North, with about 60 per cent of those in Canada.


Sources: Polar Bears International, Encyclopedia Britannica, National Geographic

BIOLOGY THE BEARS AND THE BEES

Mating season occurs between March and June when the female enters a prolonged estrus. Females generally breed for the first time around the ages of 4 to 5, males one to two years later.


Female bears tend to stay in the area near where they were born, whereas an adult male may travel hundreds of kilometres across the frozen tundra before meeting his mate. 


Ian Stirling, a polar-bear expert with the Canadian Wildlife Service in Edmonton, says polar bears require an extended mating ritual to reproduce. To avoid wasting their eggs, females ovulate only after spending several days with a male, Dr. Stirling explains. "Then they mate several times over several days." After a week or two, the male and female go their separate ways.


Sources: Polar Bears International, Encyclopedia Britannica, Canadian Geographic
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Tourism mum on Wind review 

Jeremy Warren, Yukon News


January 14, 2008 


It's not clear how Tourism and Culture will respond to uranium exploration in the Wind River Valley. 


The Yukon department was critical of Vancouver-based Cash Minerals Ltd.'s plan to expand its exploration efforts by building a winter road, fuel caches and airstrips in the region. 


The controversial project was recently approved by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board. The project generated more public comment than any previous environmental assessment handled by the board. 


Though it found the development could negatively impact the watershed, it added 46 conditions to reduce, control or eliminate effects on tourism, wildlife and the environment. 


But that isn't expected to placate tourism operators, who consider the Wind one of the last great wilderness regions on the continent. 


They have been harshly critical of Cash Minerals' plan to build 178 kilometres of winter road, an airstrip and cache sites in the pristine watershed. 


Business based on an authentic wildlife experience in a remote environment will suffer if visible development -- construction, vehicle traffic -- takes place, they said. 


In a submission to the board on the project, Tourism officials noted how it could hurt the industry. 


Construction, use of the airstrip and summer caches could "directly impact visitor enjoyment, wilderness quality and reduce the appeal of the Wind River as a wilderness-based tourism and recreation destination," said Tourism's submission. 


"Unknown and cumulative impacts have the potential to seriously and permanently impact wilderness-based tourism activities and potential," it added. 


It noted that mitigation requirements on Cash Minerals' activities might not work. 


"Considering the lack of a regulatory mechanism to control use, impacts cannot be adequately mitigated," said the submission.  


Now Tourism is reviewing the project as part of a mandatory government review. 


But Tourism director Pierre Germain declined to comment on the concerns raised by the department in the assessment process. 


He also refused to comment on the report itself. 


"I haven't read the entire document to date -- it's 35 pages in length," said Germain last week. 


The report was released December 24. 


"There's a lengthy list of mitigating factors they proposed. I can't comment on those right now -- I haven't had a chance to look at the document." 


He did recognize a number of businesses in the Wind River Valley opposed the development. 


"The wilderness tourism association is a close partner of ours and we understand they have concerns," said Germain. 


"Whether or not their concerns and issues were addressed within the recommendations, I'll defer to them to answer that." 


Energy, Mines and Resources will accept, modify or decline Cash Minerals' plan based on the assessment report. 


A decision will be made by January 22. 


Tourism and Culture will respond to the assessment board's report before the deadline, said Germain. 


"We all had an opportunity to provide comment into the original (assessment board) report, and we also have the opportunity to participate in the corporate review," he said. 


Tourism operators run a variety of wilderness activities, including hiking, wildlife viewing, fishing, photography and nature studies. 


Most guided-trip operators consider the Wind River one of their "top-of-the-line" tours, said the report. 


In 2006, six operators guided 30 clients for a total of 257 user-days, and six rental operators provided canoes to 73 clients who spent 828 user-days on the Wind River. 


The assessment board recommends distance requirements for cache sites and roads. It also suggests Cash Minerals Ltd. share information about those locations with tourism operators and conduct certain environmental practices to lessen erosion and other effects of development. 


The Peel Watershed Planning Commission is drafting a land-use plan for northeast Yukon. That plan will include elements of tourism and culture. 


It asked the assessment board to hold off on its decision until the plan is complete. The suggestion was rejected. 


One project can hold up every development and every plan, said Germain. 


"There are multiple processes that are always at play," he said. 


"I'm not in a position to judge whether one process supercedes another. We're involved in all the processes because of the importance to industry." 



_1262080613.doc
Fish farms could push Pacific salmon to extinction: study


Scott Thompson, Vancouver Sun


Dec, 14, 2007


A groundbreaking scientific study has today established for the first time a large-scale and deadly link between fish farms and sea lice infestations that threatens to wipe out entire populations of wild Pacific salmon.


An article to be published in Friday's edition of Science, one of the world's foremost scientific journals, says wild pink salmon runs on the British Columbia central coast will be extinct in as little as four years because of a cluster of salmon farms that are creating lethal infestations of sea lice in that area.


The article's authors, including University of Alberta researcher Martin Krkosek and B.C.'s Alexandra Morton, looked at 37 years' worth of Fisheries and Oceans data for 71 central coast rivers and found that wild pink runs have comfortably withstood decades of commercial fishing -- but cannot survive fish farms.


"We have seen is a very rapid four year decline in the pink salmon populations in the Broughton," Mr. Krkosek said in an interview earlier this week.


"Based on that measured rate of decline, which is real, we can expect that in another four years those fish will be all gone if the sea lice infestations continue."


The situation has become acute since 2000 as the salmon farming industry has increased the volumes of fish it produces at its farms.


The situation has implications for grizzly bears, killer whales and numerous other species -- even trees along streams -- that rely on pinks as a major source of food or nutrients.


Sea lice hyper-concentrate around the farms and spread to wild salmon migrating in the vicinity of the farms. The lice may not be lethal to adult fish, but they're deadly for infant pink salmon making the transition to the ocean from their natal streams.


The article says the situation is particularly acute for wild pinks on the central coast around the Broughton Archipelago, which has the greatest concentration of salmon farms in B.C.


The report says lice infestation rates are 70 times higher among juvenile pink salmon on central coast rivers compared to infestations in fish farm-free areas farther north.


It also says mortality rates among juvenile pinks infested with sea lice "is commonly over 80 per cent."


"If outbreaks continue, then local extinction is certain, and a 99% collapse in pink salmon abundance is expected in four pink salmon generations," the article says.


The study brings an element of finality to the debate about the threat salmon farms pose to wild fish. It also puts Canada's federal and provincial governments, and the salmon farming industry, at odds with the reigning body of opinion in the global scientific community.


Only last summer, the Vancouver Sun reported that a B.C. government-financed fisheries research group had suppressed a report on links between sea lice and declining wild fish populations.


At the time, a senior federal fisheries scientist government stated in the Sun story that there was no evidence that sea lice from fish farms are having population-level impacts on wild fish.


The notion that farm-caused lice infestations may harm individual fish, but pose no extinction threat to entire populations, is the underpinning of the governments' resistance to tighter controls on salmon farming.


On the premise that there are no population-level threats, both B.C. and Canada have resisted calls from environmental groups to move farms away from salmon-migration areas, or to ban the practice of raising salmon in open-net sea pens that allow transfer of disease to wild fish.


That argument has been fundamental to worldwide resistance by the salmon farming industry of any improvement of its methods. But it now appears that argument can no longer withstand critical scrutiny.


Mr. Krkosek said the article's authors chose to study pink salmon because they have the simplest, easy-to-track life cycle of any of five Pacific salmon species. That made it easy to discern and formalize for the first time the connection between fish farms and wild salmon extinction threats, he said.


"One of the things that has really plagued research on sea lice and salmon and has made it very difficult, in fact impossible until now, to measure the impact of sea lice on wild salmon populations is that they are hard to study," Mr. Krkosek said.


"These kind of problems have been known for decades, especially in Europe but still today it's not clear if sea lice have had an impact on the populations.


"Pink salmon are abundant enough, they have a short enough life cycle, they are predictable in their migration behavior, they have enough characteristics to let us study them in the level of detail that's necessary to actually measure the impact of sea lice on the populations."


According to a University of Washington fisheries professor who reviewed the Science article prior to publication, the calculations linking salmon farms to wild salmon extinctions are simple and straightforward.


"This is pretty good evidence that there are population-level impacts. In the past individual impacts were noted -- fish swim by farms and get sea lice, you hold them in pens and they die," said Mr. Hilborn, formerly a Vancouver-based scientist with Environment Canada who is now a professor of fisheries management at U. of Washington.


Mr. Hilborn predicted that government will find the issue difficult to resolve, regardless of the extinction threats, because the B.C. salmon farming industry is a big employment and revenue generator for the province.


"If I was the B.C. minister of fisheries and I was considering if I was going to shut down this big industry to rebuild these 15 streams it wouldn't be a clear call," Mr. Hilborn said. "It's just another piece of evidence that if you produce these high density [farm] populations you are going to be a source of pathogens -- and that they have population-level impacts."


Mr. Hilborn reviewed the calculations in the paper and said "it's exactly what I would have suggested doing. It's not any kind of complicated analysis. You just look at the rate of change from one generation to another."


Vancouver Sun
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Green plan sets a positive course 

Province's announcements reflect public concern on vital environmental issue 


Victoria Times 


November 23, 2007 


The heavy lifting is still ahead, but the B.C. government's latest efforts at tackling greenhouse-gas reductions are encouraging. 


The government signalled its new concern with climate change in the February throne speech, committing to a major reduction in greenhouse-gas emissions. It was a belated conversion -- Premier Gordon Campbell credited a trip to China with opening his eyes to the threat -- and as a result details were sketchy. 


The announcements this week signal that the government's commitment is taking real shape. Legislation to be passed in the coming weeks will make the province's greenhouse-gas reduction targets law and require progress reports every two years. B.C. is committed to reducing emissions by one-third from today's levels by 2020, and by 80 per cent by 2050. Additional interim targets are to be set by the end of next year. 


The legislation doesn't guarantee action. There are no penalties and the first progress report won't be delivered until 2010. But it does require government to focus on the problem. 


The appointment of a Climate Action Team was perhaps more significant. Since February, the government has been scrambling to come up with a plan to deliver on the throne speech promises. A Climate Action Secretariat was created in the premier's office, with a growing staff. There have been scores of closed-door consultations. A major push is on now to get some measures in place to be included in next February's budget. 


But there has been little public evidence of change. And hanging over the entire process has been uncertainty about actions to be taken, how meaningful they will be and how they can be monitored. The national failure to take any serious efforts to meet the terms of the Kyoto agreement showed how easily governments can replace real action with lip service. 


The Climate Action Team appointed this week makes that much less likely. The 22-member group -- seven associated with the University of Victoria -- includes people with the expertise to advise government and the independence to provide accountability. Members such as Andrew Weaver of UVic, a leader in understanding climate change, and developer Joe Van Bellingham bring knowledge and diversity to the work ahead. 


The B.C. government's commitments -- which could make the province a leader in North America -- reflect the strong public concern about the global warming threat. 


The challenges ahead remain significant. The province is blazing a new trail in Canada, one that will likely bring conflict with Alberta and other provinces less keen on action and with a federal government that does not have the same sense of urgency. 


And one that will test the public's commitment. A carbon tax of some kind is almost certain to be among the tools needed to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions, providing an incentive for investing in change. For some industries, that will be another unwanted burden. 


But the government is on the right track in attempting to deal with a critical issue. The scientific consensus is that global warming is a threat and human activity is adding to the problem. 


Inaction would be irresponsible. The latest steps are welcome. 
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Moving forward with mine 

Roxanna Thompson, Deh Cho Drum


November 22, 2007 


DEH CHO - Canadian Zinc is under a month away from moving their Prairie Creek Mine one step closer to production. 


The company plans to submit an application for a Class A water licence to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board by early December, said Alan Taylor, the vice president of exploration and chief operating officer for Canadian Zinc. 


The licence is needed for the mine to begin production. To set the stage for the application, staff with Canadian Zinc held a series of open houses in six Deh Cho communities starting in Fort Simpson on Nov. 6. The events were designed to give residents a chance to voice their concerns and get information, said Taylor. 


The company feels that they've addressed primary concerns, he said. 


The storage of approximately 40 tonnes of cyanide at the mine site has been a long-standing issue for many people, said Taylor. 


"We recognize the concern throughout all the communities about the cyanide and where it's stored beside the creek," he said. 


To address the issue between July and October, Canadian Zinc employed a team of certified toxic waste handlers to repack the cyanide. 


The 50-kilogram steel containers filled with cyanide were placed in more than 900 new oversize steel drums that are certified for transport of dangerous goods. The company is now looking at ways to transport the drums off site. 


When completed, the process will have cost more than half a million dollars. 


"We'd like to get them off site ASAP," said Taylor. 


Another major concern, even for Canadian Zinc itself, is the tailings pond. 


There are concerns because the tailings pond is on the flood plain of Prairie Creek and because of the reclamation involved when the mine is eventually closed, said Taylor. 


As a solution, the company is proposing to use the pond as a temporary holding site before placing the tailings back into the mine in areas that have been mined out. Mixed with a bit of cement, the tailings are pumped into the mine like toothpaste and harden underground. 


"We feel that's the best way we can address concerns of tailings on the flood plain," he said. 


A final issue people have brought up is how the mine will be affected by the expansion of the Nahanni National Park Reserve. The mine will be unaffected, because it has third party access rights, said Taylor. 


"We see no reason in the world there can't be a balance of development and conservation there," he said. 


Although the company is aware the permitting process could take more than a year, Kearney said they're excited to move forward. 


"There's a heck of an opportunity there for everyone involved," he said. 


Other organizations are less enthusiastic about Canadian Zinc's plans. 


The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) has a number of concerns with the mine moving towards production, said Karley Ziegler, a conservation coordinator with the CPAWS Northwest Territories chapter. 


"As CPAWS has said in the past, the Prairie Creek Mine is in the Nahanni watershed," said Ziegler. 


CPAWS is working towards full protection of the South Nahanni watershed and the mine is not compatible with this, Ziegler said. 


CPAWS would like to see the mine undergo a full environmental assessment because in their opinion the plan for the mine that is being pushed forward is significantly different than the idea for a silver mine that started in the 1980s. 


CPAWS is also questioning some of the company's practices including the plan to use paste backfill to put the tailings back into the mine. 


Putting the tailings back underground is an out of sight, out of mind idea, Ziegler said. The mine is in fragile karst lands that are globally significant, she said. Because the exact hydrology of the underground caves isn't totally understood, blocking holes with cement won't have a great effect on the ecology of the area, said Ziegler. 


The Dehcho First Nations, who have consistently spoken out against Prairie Creek Mine, are also questioning the plans to move the mine forward. 


The mine shouldn't go into production because the Dehcho First Nations are in the process of negotiating with Canada to set up a land use plan and confirm the right to manage our land, said Grand Chief Herb Norwegian. 


If the mine went into production they would be stealing resources that belong to the Dene, said Norwegian. 


"The cream of the crop will be pocketed by southern companies," said Norwegian. 


"And again the Dene will get the royal shaft." 


There is also the question of environmental impact. 


"Where the mine is situated is a time bomb," said Norwegian. 


Norwegian said he's concerned with the possibility of landslides blocking major tributaries to Prairie Creek leading to a flood situation at the mine. 


"We could be looking at a major catastrophe here," he said. 
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Torrent of responses greets Wind River road proposal 

Chuck Tobin, Whitehorse Daily Star


December 11, 2007 


The proposal for a winter road to haul supplies up the territory's Wind River has cascaded into a mammoth debate. 


It also prompted a second extension until midnight last night to the time allotted by the Yukon Environmental and Socio-economic Assessment Board (YESAB) for public input. 


The first extension to Dec. 6 was made because of the rapid increase in interest since Cash Minerals Ltd. first applied for the the winter road permit on Oct. 23. 


The board's Mayo district office granted a further four-day extension to the end of Monday to provide enough response time for those who attended last week's open house sponsored by the company. 


The company is seeking a permit to build a 178-kilometre winter road up the Wind River to haul and cache supplies at different sites to support the company's exploration for gold, silver and uranium at four drill sites. 


There were 268 submissions by the deadline, with 42 arriving just yesterday. 


There is feverish opposition to the winter access using D-7 bulldozers pulling freight sleighs. However, there is solid support from the mining sector and those who rely on it for employment and business opportunities. 


Submissions have been made by a large number of individual wilderness enthusiasts who want protection of the Bonnet Plume, Snake and Wind rivers, an area which is recognized and known around the world as the Three Rivers. 


A number of conservation groups, from home and abroad, maintain it's of the utmost importance to preserve the pristine and breathtaking nature of the expanse stretching northwest of Mayo to the Yukon-Northwest Territories border. 


Existing wilderness and big game outfitting businesses say the winter road will hurt their business by re-establishing a transportation route and tainting the visual landscape, which is now seen as mostly untouched. 


There is opposition by the Yukon Fish and Wildlife Management Board, the Peel Watershed Planning Commission, the First Nation of Nacho Nyak Dun, the Mayo renewable resource council - and more. 


On the other hand, support is coming from the mining industry, the community of Mayo, and Yukon businesses and individuals who work or benefit directly and indirectly from the territory's exploration and mining industry. 


Four Yukon government departments and the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans maintain the proposal can proceed safely, provided the assessment board orders the company to take certain measures. 


Others simply emphasize the Yukon's strong bond to the mining sector, and plead its importance to the territory's overall economic well-being. 


Supporters of the proposal argue the Wind River trail has been used in the past to support transportation of supplies, as far back as 1959, when it was first established, and as recently as last year. 


Opposition forces maintain whatever it was in years gone by has been largely erased by new vegetation. 


Cash Minerals is looking to use the trail this winter to move in 2,000 barrels of diesel and Jet B helicopter fuel, along with drilling equipment and supplies. It's expected 20 trips will be required. 


The company is also applying to build an airstrip next to the Wind River, a specific aspect of the proposal which has also drawn staunch opposition. 


The company's application is being handled by the YESAB's district office in Mayo. It has 14 days - until Christmas Eve - to forward its recommendation to the decision body, which in this case is the Yukon government. 


The district office can recommend approval of the application, approval with conditions attached or rejection. 


It can also recommend the application be bumped up into the assessment board's main office in Whitehorse for a more thorough review at the board's executive level. 


Several who've made submissions suggest the proposal opens a Pandora's box, so therefore must undergo the highest level of scrutiny. 
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Alberta oil sands, water in conflict 

New study reports high levels of carcinogens, toxic substances in fish, water and sediment downstream from projects 


Gary Park, Petroleum News


November 16, 2007 


In the words of Mark Twain: Whisky is for drinking. Water is for fighting over. 


Some might consider posting that quip in large letters over 90,000 acres of what was once forest and wetlands and is now a moonscape that keeps spreading across the oil sands of northeastern Alberta. 


In recent years, the consumption and alleged contamination of the region’s water supply by oil sands operations have become as big a concern for environmentalists and residents as the sector’s greenhouse gas emissions, hunger for natural gas and degradation of the landscape. 


The water issue was raised to a new level Nov. 6 when a 75-page report was released by the Nunee Health Authority of the Fort Chipewyan area of northeastern Alberta. 


It identified high levels of carcinogens and toxic substances in fish, water and sediment downstream from oil sands projects and suggested oil sands development might be responsible for rare types of cancer in the heavily aboriginal community of 1,200, poor water quality and other health afflictions. 


The authority’s health director Donna Cyprian said residents who have long believed their community experiences higher rates of cancer than normal “now know there is something wrong.” 


Oil-related PAHs found 


Although the report, authored by ecologist Kevin Timoney, with Treeline Environmental Research, did not specifically link the oil sands to the elevated levels of carcinogens and toxic substances, the study said oil-related compounds called polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons or PAHs were found in the Athabasca River, which flows downstream from the oil sands to Lake Athabasca. (From the lake, the Slave and Mackenzie rivers flow another 1,200 miles to the Arctic Ocean.) 


Timoney said that although PAHs occur naturally in the area and are found in oil sands deposits along the Athabasca River bank, they were above historical levels in the sediment, indicating human activity was contributing to the increase. 


The Mikisew Cree First Nation, representing aboriginals in and around Fort Chipewyan, called for an immediate moratorium on oil sands expansion. 


A Mikisew spokesman said the Canadian and Alberta governments “are continuing to issue approvals for projects despite all the uncertainty about the true environmental effects” of the developments. 


Alberta Health Minister Dave Hancock said the province had only seen a draft of the study, but its initial view is that the research was based on old data. 


He said the government had already found that study claims of high arsenic levels and cancers in the area were overstated. 


But Hancock said the final report will be examined to determine if Timoney has raised any new issues. 


Arsenic study last year 


A study commissioned last year by oil sands giant Suncor Energy estimated arsenic found at the company’s Voyageur site could result in 450 additional cases of cancer for every 100,000 residents over people’s lifetimes. 


The Alberta government conducted its own follow-up study and concluded that oil sands development was not contributing to arsenic levels or elevating cancer risks. 


The Mikisew nation has urged the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board over the past year to block oil sands projects, but has been overruled by the regulator which has approved three new mining operations as being in the “public interest.” 


Now it is armed with new information that is in sharp contrast to the Alberta government’s findings. 


Timoney, using data gathered from 1970 to the present from the Athabasca River, Peace River and Peace-Athabasca Delta near Fort Chipewyan, found PAH levels rose between 2001 and 2005 in the Delta sediment, with current levels rated as unsafe to aquatic life. 


He said the government and industry seem reluctant to “admit there is any cause for concern. 


“I can’t (answer for them) as to why they would always downplay the risk: Certainly the numbers indicate to any objective scientist that there is a cause for concern,” he said. 


Timoney urged the residents to press for another independent study of the water and wildlife. 


Health Canada attacks physician 


However, the challenge for those trying to sway governments was evident earlier this year when John O’Connor, a family physician at Fort Chipewyan from 1993 to 2007, came under attack from Health Canada when he reported a disproportionately high incidence of liver, blood and bile-duct cancers in patients from the community that he linked to arsenic and PAHs. 


Health Canada filed a complaint against O’Connor with the regulatory body for Alberta doctors, accusing him of causing undue alarm. 


Physicians and other health care professionals who worked with O’Connor said he was being targeted because his comments potentially threatened billions of dollars of oil sands investment. 


Cyprian said she was “really upset because … he’s standing up for us,” while Michel Sauve, the medical head of an intensive care unit in Fort McMurray, said doctors who identified potential public health problems should be protected rather than punished. 


“Obviously we need some whistleblower protection, some laws that will banish these kinds of repressive censorship,” Sauve said. 


However, there are signs that aboriginal communities are not prepared to let one aspect of the water issue fade. 


A year ago 200 First Nations representatives in Alberta, British Columbia and the Northwest Territories formed a united front to protect the region’s water supply and combat falling water levels in the Athabasca, which is estimated to have dropped 30 percent in the past two decades. 


Deh Cho Grand Chief Herb Norwegian said he hoped the meeting would serve as a catalyst “so people can actually start focusing on this really serious issue.” 


The leaders hope to hold further conferences and invite industry and governments to participate in regular round-table sessions. 
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Canada Sets Aside Vast Northern Wilderness 

25 Million Acres in Boreal Forest Declared Off-Limits to Development, Mining 


Doug Struck, Washington Post


November 22, 2007 


Canada's government yesterday set aside 25 million acres of wilderness -- 11 times the size of Yellowstone National Park -- for conservation, a move that environmentalists called one of North America's most important acts of nature preservation. 


The land in Canada's Northwest Territories is in three huge tracts that will be used to create a national park, a national wilderness area and a conservation area administered by native groups under treaty rights. 


The areas are wild, scenic and remote. They have been eyed with increasing interest by diamond, uranium, and oil and gas developers, and the action yesterday by Canada's ministries of environment and Indian affairs will prevent mining, drilling and most timber-cutting in the areas. 


"We are withdrawing massive areas from industrial development to protect some of the most impressive ecological and cultural wonders in the north for generations to come," Environment Minister John Baird said in an announcement from Ottawa. 


Environmentalists hailed the action as adding protection to parts of the sensitive boreal forest, the broad swath of green that circles a northern tier of the globe from Canada to Siberia. The boreal forest is said to be the largest land-based store of carbon on the planet. If released by development, the carbon could exacerbate global warming. The forest also is the summer home to millions of North America's migrating songbirds. 


"We're very happy with this," said Chief Adeline Jonasson, who leads a small community of the Lutsel K'e Dene native tribe on part of the proposed national park. "This area is the one our ancestors chose for us to live in. This will preserve it for generations to come." 


Native groups, environmentalists and others have been working to designate the land for years. They reached a tentative deal on the national park in 2006, but yesterday's action formally withdraws the land from development. 


People working to set aside parts of Canada's vast wilderness from the encroaching oil wells and growing diamond and uranium mining had initially considered the conservative government of Stephen Harper to be hostile. 


But now, "the government is actually delivering on their promises, and delivering much more quickly than we are used to," said Larry Innes, head of the Canadian Boreal Initiative, which works to preserve the forest. "They are doing some very surprising things." 


The 6.5 million-acre national park will be created on the eastern edge of Great Slave Lake, a pristine, glacier-carved body of water that is prowled by grizzlies and caribou and remains frozen eight months a year. About 400 members of the Lutsel K'e Dene tribe live there. 


Farther west, a 3.7 million-acre national wildlife area will be created in a region called the Ramparts, where towering stone cliffs line the Mackenzie River and key wetlands border the Ramparts River. Buffering Great Slave Park will be a 15 million-acre conservation area administered by the Akaitcho native tribe. 


"The whole scale of the boreal landscape is staggering for an American," Joshua Reichert, managing director of the Pew Environment Group, which helped shepherd the projects, said by telephone from Philadelphia. "We have a lot of what we consider vast landscapes in the West, but nothing like the boreal. You really have to fly over it -- it just goes on and on." 


Yellowstone National Park, which includes land in WyomingMontana Idaho, and , is about 2.2 million acres. 


The land designated yesterday "isn't just Canada. This is a global resource and a worldwide treasure," said Steven Kallick, the Seattle-based manager of the International Boreal Conservation Campaign for the Pew Environment Group. "It's the largest largely intact forest left in the planet. It rivals the Amazon and Siberia in size. It's one of the few places left in the world like it." 
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Imperial Oil's Kearl project gets green light


Alberta approves third major oil sands project in four months


DAVID EBNER, Globe and Mail

March 1, 2007


CALGARY -- Alberta has approved the third giant oil sands project in just four months, sparking more intense debate in the province over an aggressive pace of development that has put severe stress on the Fort McMurray region.


Late Tuesday, a joint review panel of the Alberta Energy and Utilities Board and the federal government approved Imperial Oil Ltd.'s Kearl oil sands project. A similar joint panel approved a Shell Canada Ltd. expansion in December and a provincial panel approved a Suncor Energy Inc. expansion in November.


In both the Imperial and Shell approvals, the panels warned -- using exactly the same language -- that there were "critical challenges" for the environment and the region of Fort McMurray, adding that there is an "absence of sustainable long-term solutions." For Suncor, the provincial panel said there was a "short window of opportunity" to tackle problems in the region.


Following the Shell decision, people at Imperial worried the $8-billion Kearl project could face higher hurdles for approval. The company said on Tuesday that the approval was a significant milestone for the project. Imperial plans to start on Kearl next year, with initial production scheduled for 2011.


The Conservative provincial government hasn't questioned the pace of development, but opposition parties have, with the Liberals saying the pace should be slowed and the NDP calling for a moratorium on new projects until a full assessment can be conducted.


"It's the burning issue in the province. People are really wondering what's going on," said Brian Mason, Alberta NDP leader. "The tar sands development strategy being followed by the Alberta government is not in the interests of Albertans; it's in the interests of the oil industry and the United States."


The oil sands building boom has created stresses throughout Alberta, which has the highest inflation rate in Canada. The epicentre, Fort McMurray, has seen its population roughly double in less than a decade, and is under so much pressure that a new government report said the health care system in the region could potentially "collapse."


The government on Monday promised $400-million in emergency funding over the next three years, roughly a third of what politicians in Fort McMurray say is needed to address immediate problems with roads, housing and other services.


The broader issue is the environmental effect on water, land and air of so much development. Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to soar, several thousand hectares of land could be strip-mined and additional projects need large volumes of water, which will put pressure on the Athabasca River.


"We need a time-out on oil sands. Business as usual is not in Alberta's best interest, and continuing to grant new approvals, we're digging ourselves into a deeper and deeper hole," said Dan Woynillowicz, an analyst at the Pembina Institute, an Albertan environmental group.


He was upset with the Imperial approval, which was made even as the review panel acknowledged major problems.


"To be honest, we're at a point of disgust with the decision-making process. The system is broken."


Ed Stelmach, Alberta's new Premier, said he has no interest in trying to temper development, telling members of Calgary's Rotary Club last month that interference in the market could be "devastating."


"I'd like to make sure that, as a province, we maintain our reputation of always having a predictable investment climate," Mr. Stelmach told reporters on Monday.


A report that will look at the pace of development is due by the end of June, after canvassing the views of Albertans. The panel's preliminary findings, issued last November, said the priority is "maximizing the commercial value of the oil sands" while maintaining an "orderly pace of development."


The Imperial approval included big concerns about the oversight of development, a task that belongs to the Cumulative Environmental Management Association (CEMA), which makes decisions by consensus and has 46 members. Formed in the late 1990s, it was supposed to reach big-picture conclusions within five years but has struggled to produce results. The panel that approved Imperial's project said it is "concerned about the capacity" of CEMA to do its work, adding that the success of CEMA is "critical" for appropriate oil sands development.



