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The Arctic Council commissioned the Arctic Human Development Report (AHDR 2004), examining the state of Arctic Human Development in various areas. As a follow up to that report, an international group of scientists and researchers based in the Arctic have been asked to develop a suite of circumpolar social indicators to provide policymakers with comparative empirical information about the state of populations in various domains. Among these domains is Cultural Integrity, with the task of a working group being to identify one or two indicators applicable across the circumpolar world and its populations. 
The author will connect the ASI experience of identifying appropriate indicators for cultural integrity in an international context, to the potential of local communities identifying appropriate cultural indicators useful for impact assessment. The paper will draw on the work to date of the Cultural Integrity group of the ASI Project (Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox, Yvon Csonka, and Peter Schweitzer, co-leaders; with Rasmus Ole Rasmussen, Igor Krupnik, Larry Kaplan, Gunn-Britt Retter).

About Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox

Raised in Inuvik, NWT, Stephanie holds a BA and MA in political science from the University of Alberta, and received a PhD from Cambridge University, England during 2005, where her research focused on the relationship between Canadian Aboriginal policy, self government negotiations and social suffering experienced by Indigenous peoples. She works as a political advisor, researcher and consultant to NWT Indigenous governments. She is a Research Associate with the Canadian Circumpolar Institute in Edmonton and the Steffansson Arctic Institute in Iceland. She recently co-authored a book with the Fort Providence Metis Council, titled Since 1921: the Relationship Between the Dehcho Metis and Canada (2007). Stephanie lives in Yellowknife with her husband Andrew and their two sons.

