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The UR Energy Environmental Assessment:  Rejection of an Application on Cultural Grounds

The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board recently rejected a proposed uranium exploration development in the Upper Thelon River basin.  The rejection was primarily based on the cultural importance of the Upper Thelon taking into account the spiritual significance of the area.  
Cumulative effects, including reasonably foreseeable future developments inferred in part from the recent mineral staking rush, were important considerations. The same environmental assessment examined the social impact of related widespread distress in the Dene community of Lutsel K’e.   Wilderness values and ecotourism were also considered during decision-making.  The assessment considered evidence based on Traditional Knowledge. This fascinating environmental assessment will be discussed as a case study of cultural impact assessment in action.

Several conclusions may be drawn from this case study:
· The scale of the issues, not the scale of the development, was a major driver in this rejection.  The project was small, but due to the location in a culturally sensitive area, the issues were major.

· Developers need to explicitly predict potential cultural impacts early in the assessment.
· Land use planning can influence an environmental impact assessment, but environmental impact assessment can also directly influence land use planning.

· Co-management boards are well suited to make decisions regarding cultural concerns, partly because direct Aboriginal involvement in decision making eliminates a potential problem in interpreting values in a cross-cultural setting.
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