IAIA is excited to announce a wiki devoted entirely to the area of impact assessment, and we'd like your help as one of our members to develop it and expand the available content.  You may ask:
Why a wiki?

One of the goals of IAIA's Strategic Plan is to make IAIA the web "gateway" for impact assessment information.  The IAIA Wiki will be viewable by everyone, members and non-members alike.
However, unlike Wikipedia, where anyone can submit and edit text, only IAIA members will be allowed to contribute to the IAIA Wiki at this time.  This should add a higher level of credibility and authority to our content. 
What is it?

Visit www.iaia.org/iaiawiki to check it out.  There are topic pages on biodiversity and ecosystems IA, SIA, IA training and education, SEA, and many more. Thanks to some early contributors, there is already content on the IAIA Wiki for you to view. Some contributors provided a paragraph or two to just get the page started, and some provided more extensive text and links.  Some pages still remain empty.

When will it be announced publicly?

We recognize that a wiki is a dynamic resource and therefore will never be “finished,” as information will constantly be added and updated.  However, we would like to have a good foundation of information on the IAIA Wiki before we begin promoting it outside the IAIA membership.  Our goal is to begin promotion by January 2010, which we hope will give our members sufficient time to make some contributions.  We will announce the IAIA Wiki through our typical channels, as well as linking to it from existing relevant Wikipedia pages, but we welcome any suggestions.

Sounds great!  How can I help?

To make the IAIA Wiki a comprehensive resource, we need your help.  As an IAIA member, you are eligible to create topic pages, submit text, links, resources, and more as part of the dynamic IAIA Wiki environment.  Just use the “Create an Account” button on the Wiki site.  (For internal control purposes initially, content posted to the Wiki passes through IAIA HQ before going “live.”)  In order to get as much information as possible on the IAIA Wiki before announcing the site publicly, we want to make easy for you, so through 30 November, you can also submit your information via e-mail or attachment to Bridget (bridget@iaia.org) who will post it for you.

Thanks in advance for your help in starting the new IAIA Wiki.  We’ve received positive initial feedback so far, and we hope it will become a great online resource for the IA community.
 

Best regards,

Bridget John
Marketing/Financial Specialist

International Association for Impact Assessment

