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Making a Difference: Building Quality in a New Era of Cultural Impact Assessment and Traditional Use Studies

These are exciting times for cultural impact assessment and communities, companies, regulators and professionals are all in it together. This presentation will be an interactive session looking at the promise and possible pitfalls of cultural impact assessment and traditional use studies in what seems to be a new era in Canada. 
With focus on practical case studies of recent work, and reflection on recent court rulings and policy developments in BC and elsewhere, the goal of this session will be to look at the possible futures of cultural impact assessment in a world where the issues being raised by communities make or break big projects. 
· Why is CIA such a big deal now?
· What role should quality CIA play in improving developments and making a difference for communities?
· How can communities and companies work together to find timely and effective solutions?
· What happens when they don't?
· What is the role of a cultural impact assessment professional in the process?
· How can baseline studies and assessments be done in ways that are neutral and that also reflect community values?
· How can both the tangible and intangible aspects of cultural impacts be assessed and mitigated?
· How can quality studies be supported without developing a new layer of bureaucracy? 
Part crystal ball gazing, and part reflection on past experience, I will be looking to the experience in the room, as well as my own work, to suggest some answers to these questions
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